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Our November Lecturer
Scott Mingus

The CCWRT Moves to a new Location
President’s Message

Scott Mingus, comes
to us from York PA,
but it might be more
like a homecoming
for him, as Scott
graduated from the
Paper Science &
Engineering program
at Miami University.
Scott will talk about
William “Extra Billy”
Smith, the oldest and one
of the most controversial
Confederate generals on the field at Gettysburg. Extra
Billy was also one of the most colorful and charismatic
characters of the Civil War period. Known nationally as
“Extra Billy” because of his prewar penchant for finding
loopholes in government postal contracts to gain extra
money for his stagecoach lines.
Mr. Smith served as Virginia’s governor during both
the War with Mexico and the Civil War. Before the war,
he served five terms in the U.S. Congress, and was one
of Virginia’s leading spokesmen for slavery and States’
Rights. Extra Billy’s extra-long speeches and wry sense of
humor were legendary among his peers. A lawyer during
the heady Gold Rush days, Smith made a fortune in
California and, like his income earned from stagecoaches,
he quickly lost it.

2019

Last month we bade farewell to the Drake Center,
our home for many years. We announced, after a wide
ranging search, that the board selected Raffel’s Banquet
Hall in Evendale. We settled on Raffel’s as being at least
as convenient as Drake, and offering the best facilities for
our needs, and at a reasonable price. It is hoped that, like
Drake, it will become our long-term home.

Raffel’s is easily accessible from I-75 by taking the
Glendale Milford Rd. exit and from I-71 by taking the
Pfeiffer Rd exit[Pfeiffer Rd. will become Glendale-Milford
Rd.] to Reading Rd. The banquet hall is located at 10160
Reading Rd. south of Glendale-Milford Rd. just past the
second traffic light. There is plenty of free parking. Later
in this issue of the Canister, is a detailed map showing
driving directions to Raffel’s.
Raffel’s has a full cash bar which will be open by 5:30.
Feel free to come early, have a cocktail or soft drink, and
socialize with your fellow roundtablers. Dinner will be
served buffet-style at 6:30 as usual. The buffet will have a
selection of entrées, side dishes, and desserts, and includes
soft drinks, tea and coffee. The dinner price will be $25.
The admission charge for those who are coming just for
the meeting and the speaker will remain $5.00.

¬ MEETING SCHEDULE ¬

¬ Thursday, November 21 ¬		
st

Speaker: Scott Mingus		

November 2019

¬December ¬		
No Meeting		

2020

¬Thursday, January 16th ¬
Speaker: Chris Burns

Our New Location for Meetings

Oops another goof-up with the emails
As your “Web Guy” I am really sorry if you couldn’t log
into our new record site from the link you got in the email
about renewing your membership.
I would love to make you believe it was not my fault, but
as it turns, it was in fact, my fault; well partly. The balance
was because of a typical computer bug. After working
three days, we (the software people & me) hope the bug
has been hit with a good fly swatter and removed. As to
me, I will follow the instructions the software people gave
to me.

November starts, with what our President stated on
page one, is the Board’s hope of a long term home for
we roundtablers. One of the pluses for Raffel’s is a better
and a varied menu. Each dinner will feature two different
entrées as well as a number of sides to select from. For
example, the November buffet will feature:

Now when you click through from an email, you will
first see a prompt that will take you to this pop up screen:

Entrées
•
•

Raffel’s Signature Roast Beef au Jus
Baked Tilapia with Lemon Caper Cream Sauce
Sides

•
•
•
•

Green Beans with Ham & Onions
Scalloped Potatoes
Tossed Salad with Assorted Dressings
Rolls with Butter & Margarine

There will be coffee, tea, water, and lemonade for drinks.
Yes, the cost is up to $25 for dinner, but the dinner will be
on real plates, and dinner dishes will be removed by the
staff before the start of the meeting.
Did you also catch in the President’s message that Raffel’s
also has an open bar? To be clear, “open” means that those
drinks are not included with the dinner cost, but we have
asked the service to start earlier at 5:30. Our hope is the
longer social hour will encourage better fellowship among
the members.
There is also no reason those who do not sign up for
dinner - or as the Board calls them, our $5 folks - could
also come at 5:30 for the fellowship hour. I know coming
at 5:30 if you are not getting dinner might seem odd, but
it is an option that is open. Everyone is welcome.

This new screen is there to encourage and help you to
log in to your existing account.
The benefits are: It will help to prevent duplicate
accounts before you start to fill out a form. It can also help
you to recover your account if you forgot your password.
There should also be an option to not pay by credit card,
but to pay later. If this works, as the software people say it
will, then it should remove the concern of listing a credit
card number on the website.
No one can guarantee any web site is totally free from the
possibility of a hack, but over 99.99% of bank transactions
are totally safe. Millions and millions of transactions are
completed every day. When you think about it, whenever
you use a credit card, the transaction is going over the
web to a bank that handles the transaction. No different
than the system we are using here.

Several members have brought to our attention that
they are not getting emails from the round table with the
When you get to listing your credit card, it is transferred
Canister or announcing the upcoming meetings. If that
over to a bank site and it is no longer on the service we are
describes your situation, or you know of someone in that
using for record keeping.
situation, please notify us at ccwrt@cincinnaticwrt.org
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Book Reviews
Conquered: Why the Army of Tennessee Failed by Larry
J. Daniel, Univ of North Carolina Press, 440 pp, hardcover
$35.00, is a new look at the various reasons why this
Confederate army failed to succeed.
Most readers
with any general
knowledge of the
Civil War, especially
in the West, would
jump on the most
obvious reason; and
that would be the
leadership qualities
of one Braxton Bragg.
The author agrees
that Bragg played a
significant role in
the success, or in this
case the failure, of the
Army of Tennessee;
but the author is
quick to point out
that Bragg was not
the sole reason.
Could General Lee or a second Lee have changed the
outcome in the West? Robert E. Lee was quick to point
out that not even he would receive the cooperation and
support that he needed from the corps and division level
commanders. The lack of support from Kentuckians played
a major role in the failure of the Army of Tennessee, more
so than the lack of support from Marylanders affected the
Army of Northern Virginia.
There were certainly other factors that contributed to
the Army’s failure. Geography was significant, especially
the location of the three major rivers: the Mississippi, the
Tennessee, and the Cumberland. All provided the Union
armies better avenues of approach and more reliable supply
lines. There were also logistic problems due to the large
expanse of the West. Poor railroads crippled the movement
of troops and supplies.
Jefferson Davis’s policies of territorial defense in the West
made the task of succeeding more difficult. And regionalism
in the West produced less cohesion. The Army of Tennessee
suffered from a lack of harmonious cooperation among
units from different parts of the West. Soldiers tended to
think only of their home locales. The West consisted of the
Upper South, the Lower South and the Highlands. Western
Tennesseans did not trust the eastern Tennesseans. The
Upper South had issues with the Lower South, and both
questioned the loyalty of the mountain regions. All of this
added to a lack of unity in the Army.

The author also examines other reasons why the Army
of Tennessee failed. The Army constantly suffered from a
lack of manpower. Desertions were a continuing problem
which was not offset by recruiting and conscription. Of
course, there was the obvious lack of leadership in many
of the officers. General Bragg did not receive the cooperation and support from Polk, Hardee, Edmund Kirby
Smith and Breckinridge that Lee received from Jackson and
Longstreet. The cavalry in the West was poorly led by Joe
Wheeler. Nathan Bedford Forrest and John Hunt Morgan were better suited to cavalry raids than the mundane
requirements of day-to-day screening support and intelligence gathering for the Army.
The author has provided a well-researched and well
written manuscript that does an excellent job of analyzing
the issues faced by the Army of Tennessee. I felt that the
work would have benefited from more and better maps of
the campaign areas. I am a fan of Larry Daniel and have
found that his previous works have been well worth the
time. This work, while a good read, does not provide any
new information on the failure of the Army of Tennessee.
Although I would not recommend this book to the
general public, for someone like me, it was worth the time
and effort. I also think there were other causes of the
Army’s failure; and those would be Union Generals Grant,
Sherman, McPherson, Sheridan and Thomas. They had
a lot to due with the lack of success experienced by the
Army of Tennessee.
Submitted by Thomas L. Breiner

Those who were at the October meeting will remember
our speaker commenting that the facial hair of some of
the characters in the Lost Order saga would qualify them
for inclusion in the book, Bad Ass Civil War Beards.
It just so happens
the Round Table has a
number of copies of that
highly acclaimed work.
To celebrate our move
to Raffel’s, the Round
Table will be giving
away copies of Bad Ass
Civil War Beards at the
November meeting to
six lucky attendees.

Now if you think this
is less than a scholarly tome, Amazon Books is offering
it’s last new hard copy of this book for the price of $84.08
plus shipping.
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A Review of the October Round Table Speaker’s Presentation
Our October talk was “The Find of the War: Lee’s Lost Order,
the 27th Indiana, and the Path to Antietam,” presented by Scott
Schroeder of the Monroe County, Indiana, Civil War Round Table.
Following the wounding of Gen. Joseph E. Johnston, May 31,
1862, at the Battle of Seven Pines, Robert E. Lee was appointed
commander of the Army of Northern Virginia. By the end of July,
Lee had successfully thwarted Union Gen. George B. McClellan’s
drive toward Richmond and forced his troops back across the
Potomac in the Seven Days Battles. Then in late August he defeated
Gen. John Pope’s forces at Second Manassas. Though his troops
were exhausted and ill-provisioned, Lee determined to stay on the
offensive by invading the North.
On September 4th Lee crossed the Potomac near Leesburg;
and by the 7th the Confederate Army was camped on the
Best farm, about three miles south of Frederick, Maryland. As
his army advanced, Lee expected that the Union garrisons at
Martinsburg and Harper’s Ferry would withdraw, but they did
not. So on September 9th, after meeting with Stonewall Jackson,
he formulated a plan to take the garrisons by dividing his army,
following which he would reconsolidate it and push north into
Pennsylvania. There Lee hoped to force McClellan to do battle on
a field of Lee’s choosing. The plan for the army’s movements in the
ensuing days was then put into written form as Special Orders No.
191.
The Orders called for Jackson with three divisions to cross the
Potomac at Williamsport, take control of the B. & O. Railroad,
subdue the Union garrison at Martinsburg and then move toward
Harper’s Ferry. General Lafayette McLaws with two divisions was
to take Maryland Heights, which dominates Harper’s Ferry on the
north, while Gen. John Walker’s division was to take possession
of Loudoun Heights, south of Harper’s Ferry. General D.H. Hill
who was administratively under Jackson’s command was given
his own command: his division was to be the rear guard of the
Army. General Longstreet was to move across South Mountain to
Boonsboro with the baggage train and the remainder of the Army,
while J.E.B. Stuart’s cavalry was to cover the rear of the Army and
watch for advancing Union troops. After the garrisons were taken,
Jackson, McLaws, and Walker were to rejoin the main body of the
Army at Boonsboro or Hagerstown.
Colonel Robert Chilton of Lee’s staff made seven copies of the
order, one each for Jackson, Longstreet, McLaws, Walker, Stuart,
and Taylor, and a file copy for Pres. Davis. On his own volition
Chilton then made a copy for Hill. It was common practice in
the Army for commanding generals to relay copies of orders to
their subordinates. So Jackson penciled a copy for Hill in his own
hand, not realizing that Chilton had also copied Hill. Hill received
Jackson’s copy but denied ever having received Chilton’s. It was the
latter copy that became the lost order.
On September 13th members of Company F of the 27th Indiana
Volunteer Infantry were on a skirmish line and were resting in
a wheat field under a locust tree on the Best farm when one of
their group, Cpl. Barton Mitchell, noticed the document lying on
the ground wrapped together with two cigars. Recognizing the
importance of what they found, they showed it to their company
commander who passed it up the chain of command where it
reached McClellan some four hours later. Overjoyed with his luck,
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McClellan nevertheless attempted to verify the order’s authenticity
by sending his cavalry chief, Alfred Pleasonton, to learn if the
Confederates were following the plan. Then by coincidence a staff
member who had been a bank teller in Detroit where Chilton
had been an army paymaster before the war recognized Chilton’s
signature on the order. McClellan made plans to move his army at
daybreak the next day to cut Lee’s army in two.
Lee was surprised that McClellan suddenly began moving
so quickly. Had Jackson’s operation not been three days behind
schedule, the discovery of the orders would have been of little
value. But the plan was still active, and the resulting movements
of the two armies culminated on September 14th in the Battle of
South Mountain and on September 17th in the Battle of Antietam.
Among the questions our speaker addressed were these:
Who lost the orders? The evidence is compelling that D.H. Hill
did not receive a copy of the orders from Lee, only from Jackson.
Thus the blame seems to fall on the courier. Thomas Rosser, who
had been a member of Jackson’s staff, stated in 1897 that the
identity of the person who lost the order was known among some
Confederate officers; but he refused to say who it was, contending
that the person, having suffered enough humiliation from those
who knew, would have to reveal his own identity. Rosser did say,
however, that the person was a member of Jackson’s staff and a
cigar smoker who, when the dispatch was handed to him said “Oh,
we already have that order,” carelessly wrapped the paper around
his cigars, put it in his pocket, and subsequently lost it. Historian
Wilbur D. Jones has concluded that the circumstantial evidence
points to Henry Kyd Douglas as the culprit.
Did McClellan delay after getting the orders? It appears that,
uncharacteristically, he did not. The evidence that he did not
move until 18 hours after he had telegraphed Lincoln he was in
possession of Lee’s plans is apparently the result of a clerical error
on the part of the War Department in recording the time the
telegram was received.
When did Lee learn that his orders had fallen into Union hands?
Although in 1867 Lee wrote to D.H. Hill that he learned that
fact in 1862 from a citizen of Frederick, there is nothing in Lee’s
contemporaneous writings or in the recollections of his staff to
corroborate that statement. It appears he did not know until the
publication of McClellan’s report in 1863 when McClellan testified
before the Committee on the Conduct of the War.
Was Special Orders 191 a ruse to maneuver McClellan into a
battle at a place of Lee’s choosing, i.e., Sharpsburg? The speaker
found that highly implausible. If it had been a plant one would
not expect Lee, following the battle, to have expressed puzzlement
at McClellan’s sudden change of tactics after the Union Army
reached Frederick. Moreover, the placing of a random piece of
paper under a tree out in the middle of a wheat field where both
armies had camped before does not seem calculated to make its
way to McClellan in a timely fashion.
And finally, was the loss of Special Orders 191at all consequential?
Our speaker believes that it was. Lee’s plan to advance through
Maryland into Pennsylvania was foiled. The Battle of Antietam,
from a strategic perspective, was a Union victory. It gave Lincoln
the opportunity to release the preliminary Emancipation
Proclamation which substantially changed Union policy.

The October Round Table Quiz and Answers
**As of the publishing date of the Canister
“The most enjoyable anecdote in Mr. Wert’s book Civil
War Barons by Jeffry D. Wert, Da Capo Press, describes
President Lincoln personally testing the rapid fire,
breech loading repeating rifle invented by Christopher
Minor Spencer.

1. He established in 1863 a fully functioning and
potent intelligence service (The Bureau of Military
Information). Its records were discovered by
Edwin C. Fishel, author of The Secret War for the
Union (1996), in 1950 in the National Archives still
wrapped in the preservation red ribbons. Critical
information included the details of R.E. Lee’s troop
dispositions and locations in the Chancellorsville
campaign and equally accurate information for
George Meade regarding the paucity of reserves
in R.E. Lee’s army in the Battle of Gettysburg.
Peter G. Tsouras, The Five Best Books on Military
Intelligence in the Civil War, The Wall Street
Journal Aug. 17-18, 2019, p. C8.

The president shot at a target board propped up
in Treasury Park, near the unfinished Washington
Monument, and hit the board 6 out of 7 times. A
naval officer who witnessed the shooting match, cut off
Lincoln’s end of the board and gave it to the inventor
as a memento. ” Gregory Crouch, Entrepreneurs or the
Union, The Wall Street Journal, Nov. 6, 2018, p. A19.

October Quiz Questions

2. He was a Confederate agent who was a principal
in the scheme to collect gold to purchase weapons
to be supplied to Confederates liberated from
POW camps in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. The
breakout was planned to occur during the 1864
Democratic convention in Chicago. The rebel ring
was infiltrated by Union agents and all ring-leaders
were arrested before the convention. Confederate
Agent: A Discovery in History, by James David
Horan, Crown Pub., New York, NY (1954),
referenced in Tsouras, supra.

1. What was Col. (later Major General) George H.
Sharpe’s major accomplishment and contribution
to the success of the Army of the Potomac?
2. Who was the Confederacy’s Thomas Hines?
3. Who was Charles Francis Adams?
4. The movie The Emigrants starring Liv Ullman and
Max von Sydow was released in the U.S. in 1972.
Filmed in Sweden the story includes a history
regarding Minnesota Sioux Indians and Swedish
immigrants in 1862 in which president Lincoln
played a major role. What was his contribution to
the history?

3. U.S. ambassador to Great Britain during the
Civil War. In 1863 he notified Britain’s Foreign
Secretary, John Russell, that the U.S. had knowledge
that two armored ships were being built at two
private British shipyards for the Confederacy that
potentially could break the Union’s naval blockade.
The British caved and seized the ships for the
benefit of the British Navy. Lincoln’s Spymaster:
Thomas Haines Dudley and the Liverpool
Network, by David Hepburn Milton, Stackpole
Books, Mechanicsburg, PA (2003), referenced in
Tsouras, supra.

5. In 1860 there were 18,337 slaves in Virginia,
down from 292,627 in 1790, the year of the first
enumeration. We know that there were few
emancipations in Virginia in those 70 years; by
what mechanism was the slave count so seriously
reduced by 1860?
Background for Question # 5
[This question is based on John Steele Gordon, A Short
History of Census Taking, The WSJ, June 29-30, 2019,
p.A15.Unfortunately, the premise of the question is
incorrect. The U.S. Census reported 490,865 slaves in
Virginia in 1860. Your Quiz-master has contacted Mr.
Gordon in an attempt to find the source of the error.
Stay tuned. Ed.]
**Question # 5 answer is not given do to a dispute over
the answer given by the Quiz master, Alan Berenson.
Maybe Alan will have an update at the November quiz.

4. The story concerned the friction between Sioux
Indians and Scandinavian immigrants in the
upper Midwest of the U.S. in which 303 Sioux
were condemned to hang for atrocities against
white immigrants. President Lincoln personally
reviewed the judicial proceedings and pardoned
all but 38 of those so sentenced. Lincoln, by David
Herbert Donald, Simon & Schuster, New York, NY
(1995), pp. 392-95
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Map to Raffel’s - The new home of The Cincy CWRT

Easy to Get to from almost anywhere
• 2 Miles east from I-75 Glendale-Milford Road - Exit # 14
• 3 Miles West from I-71 Pfeiffer Road - Exit # 15

Why Still The Fascination
With the Civil War?
Below is a partial reprint of an article by Bud Livingston,
of the CWRT, New York City. I thought it was well stated
and he uses Lee’s Lost Orders, the topic of our October
speaker. He ends with the question why are there not more
at their round table? I often ask the same question of Cincy.
Your Web Guy
“It is not surprising at all that so many people are still
deeply interested in that peculiar period of American
history, the years 1861 through 1865. What is a surprise,
though, is that more and more people do not follow suit?
The factual interest is enormous, sometimes incredible, and
source material abounds.
What work of fiction could possibly match this saga of
internecine warfare? What contemporary writer could have
dreamed up the set of characters that were involved?
A general whose men refuse to fight unless he goes to the
rear, away from danger. Two of the most successful figures
of the war who were unsuccessful in civilian life. During
the fighting one was deemed crazy…the other a drunk. A
third (hardly a more prominent figure exists even today!),
a solitary martinet, sucked lemons and refused to tell
subordinates his plans. One cavalry leader couldn’t spell but
always demanded surrender “to prevent further effusion of
blood”…another kidnapped a banjo player to entertain his
troops.
These were just a few of the characters. Now…for some
plots. Imagine this…
A set of Rebel orders, found on an open field wrapped
up with three cigars, plays a decisive part in one of the
major battles of the war, a so-called victory for the Union,
which brings forth an Emancipation Proclamation, in
effect, keeping England and France from recognizing the
Confederacy, a major triumph for the North. Or…When a
group of Pennsylvania coal miners turned soldier, ply their
trade again and dig a 511-foot tunnel to reach the Confederate
defenses, a mighty explosion follows. Unhappily, a political
decision causes untrained troops to be used, resulting in the
slaughter of the attackers. A Confederate raider, purchased
by Theodore Roosevelt’s uncle, ruins Northern shipping by
burning or capturing 69 Union vessels. The famous Alabama
is sunk off the French coast by the USS Kearsage, and the
survivors are picked up by British yachts. .......
No wonder so many of us try to relive this period in so
many ways once a month from September to June. The
wonder is that there aren’t a host of others joining us.
To paraphrase one of our original members and a direct
descendant of Jeb Stuart, “If you want to have fun, join the
CWRTNY.”
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