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Our March Round Table Meeting 
Will be just 2 days after St Patrick’s Day

 Our March Lecturer, Steven Magnusen, comes to our 
March Round Table, from Indianapolis. Steve is also a 

member of the Indianapolis and 
the Hamilton County, Indiana 
Civil War Round Tables.

Steve’s lecture is based on his 
research done for writing his 
2018 book, TO MY BEST GIRL 
– Courage, Honor and Love in 
the Civil War: The Inspiring Life 
Stories of Rufus Dawes and Mary 

Gates. The book relates the remarkable story of the young 
Ohioans Rufus Dawes and his wartime bride, Mary 
Beman Gates. 

The life of Rufus Dawes was much more than his 
battlefield heroics, exceptional as they were. Rufus Dawes 
served during the Civil War, as the dauntless commander 
of the Sixth Wisconsin Volunteer infantry regiment, also, 
or more often called The Iron Brigade. 

The wartime courtship between Rufus and Mary Gates 
is the central theme because it was the central focus 
of his life. It became obvious from reading Rufus and 
Mary’s prolific correspondence that their relationship 
was the rock that allowed him to mentally withstand the 
incredible stress and tragedies he experienced.  

Steve holds a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering 
and ROTC commission from Purdue University. He 
held engineering and public works administration posts 
for two suburban Chicago communities.  Concurrently, 
Steve served in the US Army Reserve as an infantry and 
armor officer, leaving service with the rank of major.

Our March Lecturer
Steve Magnusen 

Irishmen played a major roll in the Civil War, serving 
both in the Confederacy, and on the Union side. More 
than 150,000 Irishmen, most of whom were recent 
immigrants and many of whom were not yet U.S. citizens, 
joined the Union Army during the Civil War.

Some enlisted in ordi-
nary or non-Irish regi-
ments, but others formed 
three all-Irish voluntary 
infantries: the 63rd, the 
69th and 88th New York 
Infantry Regiments,  
These units would form 
the core of what would 
come to be called the 
Irish Brigade. 

At the battles of Antie-
tam and Fredericksburg, 

the losses of the Irish Brigade approached 60%.  In the 
Battle of Gettysburg, about 320 of the Irish Brigade’s re-
maining 530 sol-
diers were killed. 

So at our March 
Round Table, raise 
a glass of your 
favorite drink and 
remember the 
sacrifices of those 
from Ireland who 
gave their all for 
the Union cause.

 ¬ MEETING SCHEDULE ¬ 
   ¬ Thursday, March 19thth ¬   ¬Thursday, April 16th ¬                ¬Thursday, May 21th ¬ 
         Speaker: Steve Magnusen                           Speaker:  Eric Wittenberg            Speaker: Michael A. Flannery



From the President.....
If you are like me, your interest in history extends beyond 

the period of the Civil War. This past summer I read David 
McCullough’s new book The Pioneers. It is the story of 
the settling of the Northwest Territory and, specifically, 
Marietta, Ohio. That’s why I was excited to learn that our 
next speaker’s topic is Rufus Dawes and the Iron Brigade. 

Rufus Dawes made his home in Marietta. He was from 
an amazing family who were among the founders of 
Marietta, and who contributed much to Ohio and to the 
country. His paternal great-grandfather, William Dawes, 
rode out from Boston along with Paul Revere on April 15, 
1775, to sound the alarm that the Redcoats were moving 
on Concord. His maternal great-grandfather, Manasseh 
Cutler, was instrumental in the adoption of the Northwest 
Ordinance, with its prohibition of slavery and its support 
of public education. As a member of the Ohio Company, 
Manasseh negotiated with the Confederation Congress 
for the company’s purchase of 1.5 million acres of land in 
southeast Ohio, from which began the orderly settlement 
of the Ohio country.

 Manasseh’s son Ephraim, Rufus’s maternal grandfather, 
was a delegate to Ohio’s constitutional convention in 1802 
and cast the deciding vote to prohibit slavery in the state. 
He was also actively involved in the Underground Railroad.  

Rufus Dawes’s son Charles, a graduate of the Cincinnati 
Law School, was William McKinley’s campaign manager 
in 1896. Charles would go on to serve as Comptroller of 
the Currency, a Brigadier General in World War I, the 
first Director of the Bureau of the Budget, the 30th Vice 
President of the United States, and U.S. Ambassador to 
Great Britain. He was also co-recipient of the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1925. 

And speaking of service, please consider serving your 
fellow Round Table members by volunteering as an officer 
or committee chair or member. In last month’s Canister 
I asked if someone would willing to spread the word by 
distributing cards listing our upcoming programs to local 
libraries and museums, and one of our new members, 
Linda Sterritt, has volunteered to help in that regard. Thank 
you, Linda!  

We will be holding officer and trustee elections in May. 
The vice president’s position will be coming open. The V.P. 
is responsible for taking reservations, handling relations 
with our meeting venue, and for the book raffle. We are 
still looking for someone to be editor of this newsletter, 
and someone to help with activities outside of our monthly 
meetings and newsletter, such as organizing local or 
regional tours. You don’t have to be a Civil War expert for 
these positions, and no experience is necessary.

Submitted by Dave Stockdale -2-

 Transcript of letter:   Exeter, N.H. March 4, 1860
Dear Wife:
When I wrote you before I was just starting on a little 

speech making tour, taking the boys with me.  On Thursday 
they went with me to Concord, where I spoke in daylight 
and back to Manchester where I spoke at night.  Friday we 
came down to Lawrence, the place of the Pemberton Mill 
tragedy, where we remained for hours awaiting the train 
back to Exeter.  When it came, we went upon it to Exeter 
where the boys got off, and I went on to Dover and spoke 
there Friday evening. 

1. Who wrote the letter?
2. Who were the “boys?’ (Clue: there were 2 boys)
3. The speech referred to in the letter was self-

evaluated by its author as having gone off “passably 
well.”  It had been requested and sponsored by the 
Young Men’s C_ _ _ _ _ _  R_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ U_ _ _ 
_ (fill in the blanks) of New York City.

4. As determined by the U.S. 1860 census what two 
states had the highest per capita wealth? 

5. According to Richard Brookhiser in his presentation 
on C-SPAN 7 Nov. 2019 the city in the newly minted 
United States (about 1790) with the most slaves was 
Charleston, S.C.; what city in the U.S. was runner 
up?

6. Confederate agent Tom Hines who previously 
appeared in our Oct. 2019 quiz trying to 
(unsuccessfully)  elicit a breakout of Confederate 
prisoners of war from Union prison camps, was a 
capable rebel cavalry captain who had a portion 
of a major cavalry raid named after him as well as 
an important role in (successfully) effecting his 
commanding officer’s escape from an Ohio prison.  
Who was that officer?

Quiz Answers
1. Abraham Lincoln  Ref.: Lincoln at Cooper Union, Holzer, 

p 190
2. Robert Lincoln and George Latham (Robert’s friend 

from Springfield Academy)  Ref.: Lincoln at Cooper 
Union, Holzer, p. 183, 190

3. Young Men’s Central Republican Union (NOT the 
YMCA!!)  Ref.: Lincoln’s Virtues, Miller, p.375-6

4. South Carolina & Mississippi  Ref.: Thomas Jefferson’s 
Union, C-SPAN III, Onuf & Gallagher, 2 Dec. 2014

5. New York City  Ref.: C-SPAN III, Give Me Liberty, Brookhiser, 
7 Nov., 2019

6. Gen. John H. Morgan  Ref.: Wikipedia, Thomas Hines

(See the Bonus Quiz Question on Page #3)

The February Quiz
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This Month’s Book Review - Submitted by Thomas L. Breiner
Lincoln’s Spies: Their Secret War to Save a Nation by 

Douglas Waller, Simon & Schuster, New York, NY (2019), 
624 pp., hardcover $35.00.

Lincoln’s Spies by Douglas Waller is an in-depth look at 
four Civil War Union spies and how their efforts shaped 
military intelligence, both good and bad.  The four spies are 
Allan Pinkerton, George Sharpe, Elizabeth Van Lew and 
Lafayette Baker.  

Allan Pinkerton, a Chicago detective, was thrust into 
military in-
telligence by 
Major Gen-
eral George 
M c C l e l l a n 
and not the 
Federal Gov-
e r n m e n t .  
While he may 
have been 
an excellent 
detective, he 
was incom-
petent as a 
gatherer of 
military in-
telligence and 
even worse 
as an analyst.  
His biggest 
claim to fame 

was secretly getting President-Elect Lincoln through the 
city of Baltimore in the face of an assassination threat.

George Sharpe proved to be exceptional at organizing 
a spy ring, and expert at analyzing military intelligence.  
Working under Major General Joseph Hooker, he was given 
access to all sources of information: signal stations, cavalry 
reconnaissance, balloon observations and the interrogation 
of captured soldiers, deserters, runaway slaves, and his own 
operatives.  He created the Bureau of Military Information 
that served Hooker, Meade and Grant.  

Elizabeth Van Lew placed her personal safety at risk on 
numerous occasions to help Union prisoners, wounded 
Union soldiers, and escapees.  She was an outstanding 
spymaster creating a network in Richmond, VA that 
provided valuable information on numbers and troop 
movements, the conditions of prisoners, and the general 
state of economics and morale in the Confederate capital.  
Although she was suspected of spying by Confederate 
authorities and her neighbors, Elizabeth managed to keep 
a step ahead of their investigations and searches and to 

Lafayette Baker was an unscrupulous individual who 
created a counterintelligence operation for the War 
Department.  He was involved in the arrest of numerous 
individuals for spying, defrauding the Government 
in business dealings, and smuggling; however, he and 
his organization were very inept at gathering military 
intelligence.  Although he claimed to have created the 
Secret Service, he never was given the position and proved 
to be more of a heavy-handed policeman.  His operations 
were suspected of skimming from captured contraband 
and making a profit for his personal gain.  While given 
some credit for the killing of John Wilkes Booth and the 
capture of David Herold, his organization knew nothing 
about Booth and his co-conspirators prior to Lincoln’s 
assassination. 

The author also includes information on the activities of 
Confederate spies Rose Greenhow and Belle Boyd.   Rose 
Greenhow was a Washington socialite who collected 
information through her relationships with Congressmen 
and Union officers.  She was eventually arrested by Baker, 
incarcerated in the Old Capital Prison, and finally sent 
to Richmond.  Most of the information she gathered was 
outdated or previously known by the time her operatives 
could deliver it.  Belle Boyd was more of a Confederate 
celebrity than successful spy.

The author, Douglas Waller, has created a very interesting 
manuscript concerning the subject of military intelligence 
and spies.  I found the book to be an excellent read.  It is 
extremely entertaining; however, in reading this work 
you must understand that Elizabeth Van Lew and George 
Sharpe did not write memoirs concerning their spying 
activities.  Elizabeth Van Lew made sure that these activities 
remained unrecorded for her own safety.  On the other side, 
Allan Pinkerton and Lafayette Baker wanted their exploits 
revealed.  They wrote memoirs that are exceedingly self-
serving.  These documents are intentionally embellished 
and contain many erroneous statements.  So, the reader 
is left to separate fact from fiction.  The author does not 
help in this instance by how he presents his endnotes.  
Endnotes or footnotes are not included in the actual text.  
He provides a list of resources by paragraph that makes 
reviewing his research difficult.  It is a fun read but be 
aware of the pitfalls.

Bonus Quiz Question
The aforementioned Confederate cavalry captain, Tom 

Hines, was a 2nd cousin to an entrepreneurial  traveling 
salesman whose namesake product born in 1953 is still 
found in millions of homes world wide.  What is his name?

ANSWER: Duncan Hines!! Ref.: Wikipedia, Duncan Hines
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A Review of  the February Round Table Lecture 

Presented by Christina Hartlieb

At our February meeting we were pleased to have as 
our speaker Christina Hartlieb, director of the Harriet 
Beecher Stowe House. Her topic was Harriet Beecher 
Stowe’s path to becoming an anti-slavery advocate. How 
did Harriet’s 18 years living in Cincinnati enable her to 
use her literary talents to write a novel that would change 
public opinion about slavery? 

Harriet grew up in New England, a daughter of the 
prominent Presbyterian minister Lyman Beecher. She was 
21 years old and unmarried in 1832 when she moved with 
her family 
to Cincin-
nati after 
her father 
a c c e p t e d 
the po-
sition of 
President 
of the Lane 
T he ol o g -
ical Sem-
inary here. Living in New England, she never had any 
real contact with slavery. But upon moving to this south-
ern-oriented city, she suddenly came face-to-face with the 
issue. 

Harriet was an educated woman and had been teaching 
since age 16 at the school her older sister had started. After 
arriving in Cincinnati her sister established a girls’ school 
in the city and the Beecher sisters boarded downtown 
near the school. There for the first time Harriet came in 
contact with proponents of slavery, and with a business 
community that was closely tied to the slave economy 
across the river. On occasional sojourns to Kentucky she 
came into contact with slaves and slave owners. On one 
particular occasion, while a cholera epidemic was raging 
in Cincinnati, she accepted an invitation from one of her 
students to stay at her home, in Washington, Kentucky, 
for a few weeks. There Harriet witnessed the slave system 
first hand, and observed a slave auction in the town. 

At the same time, she also came into contact with 
abolitionists and other anti-slavery advocates, not only in 
the city but at the seminary. Seminary students organized 
a series of debates on the slavery issue. The “Lane Rebels” 
as they were called, soon turned the school into a hotbed 
of anti-slavery sentiment and engaged in activities such as 
literacy programs to help Cincinnati’s Black community. It 

was not long before Harriet herself became an abolitionist.
During this time Harriet began cultivating her talent for 

writing. She joined a writers group called the Semi-colon 
Club, which comprised many of the intellectual elite in 
Cincinnati, including Daniel Drake and Salmon P. Chase. 
Her literary gifts were soon recognized, and throughout 
the 1830s and 40s her works were published in many 
magazines and newspapers, including the abolitionist 
National Era.

Although Harriet was not actively involved in the 
Underground Railroad, she was supportive of their efforts. 
There was, however, one incident when Harriet discovered 
that the housekeeper she employed was an escaped slave 
who was being tracked by slave catchers. She quickly had 
the young lady spirited off to the Van Zandt house, which 
she knew to be a stop on the Underground Railroad. One 
of her father’s associates was the Presbyterian minister in 
Ripley, Ohio, John Rankin, a leader in the Underground 
Railroad. She visited the Rankin house in Ripley and 
heard many tales of the people they helped, including the 
one of Eliza, who crossed the frozen Ohio with her baby 
in her arms.   

In 1850 Harriet’s husband, Calvin Stowe, accepted a 
position at Bowdoin College and the family moved to 
Brunswick, Maine. That same year, Congress passed the 
Fugitive Slave Act, which so infuriated Harriet she felt she 
had to do something about it. At the suggestion of her 
sister-in-law, she decided to write something to educate 
the public about the horrors of slavery. Then, while in 
church one day, she had a vision of what happens to Uncle 
Tom at the end of the book. In her view the institution of 
slavery was a national sin and now, drawing from her 18 
years in Cincinnati, she had a story that would express 
her view. From there she came to see the publication of 
this story as a spiritual calling. 

The National Era published Uncle Tom’s Cabin in 1851 
in serial form, spread over 40 issues. In 1852 Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin was published in book form, eventually becoming 
the second-best selling book of its time, after the Bible. 
While the anecdote that Lincoln, upon meeting Harriet 
Beecher Stowe, remarked “So this is the little lady 
who started this great war,” is probably apocryphal, it 
nevertheless underscores Harriet’s success in so changing 
public opinion about slavery, that a war might be waged 
for its abolition.
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Your Web Guy Tries To Solve the Usual March 
Round Table Dinner Attendance Problem

In the past, every March, without fail, the Cincy Round 
Table attendance has fallen off. Even during years of 

great Lecturers that Dan Bauer, our Program Chairman 
had arranged, and if I may say, with much difficulty; the 
reservations for the March meeting’s dinners would still 
go down, and sometimes waaay down.

This year, Dan has outdone even his past reputation, 
and the talks by the Lecturers has been even better than 
what we had in past years. The results of my after meeting 
surveys, has confirmed this. The respondents to the 
February survey on the question of the Lecture quality 
strongly agreed - 77% gave the talk the best rating. 

I just know, the up coming March’s Lecturer will be 
equally as good. I realized something had to be done. No 
one, especially RoundTablers, should miss this Lecturer. 
I had to find the reason for the lower than normal past 
March attendance

Calling in all the outstanding  past favors I had collected 
from the so called experts, your Web Guy has determined 
the three problems causing the low attendance, and more 
importantly, I have come up with solutions to these 
problems.

 �March Madness 

This year’s tournament starts 
on March 17th.  The March 19th 

games will only be the first 
round games. These will again 
be such wonderful games where 
the top seed gets to play the low-
ly last seed. Can you say guaran-
teed blow out games? Hopefully 
none of your teams will be in 
that  group of the last seed.

Solutions to the March Madness Problem

• Raffel’s will have their large screen TV on, tuned to 
one of the games, but with the sound down. If you 
have to, just tell your table mates you need to go to 
the restroom, then check out the game in the buffet 
room. Multiple restroom visits won’t seem odd for 
most old guys. I am not sure though, what excuse to 
give to the gals to leave the table during dinner so 
they can check out the live TV.

• Raffel’s has a free WiFi system. Bring your kid’s tab-
let. After they show you how it works, you can get it 
turn on, and place it below the table on your lap. You 
should also get the wireless ear plugs from you kids 
so you can hear the sound. Again, get the kids to help 
you connect the ear plugs to their tablet.

• Tape the show. Plan to watch it on Friday. Fast for-
ward past all the adds. You should be able to see the 
entire game in a little over thirty minutes.

�St Patrick’s Day Celebration
I recently learned that some descendants  of Bombay as 

well as Outer Mongolia, celebrate St Pat-
rick’s day as a national holiday. Do we 
have any RoundTablers from Outer Mon-
golia? 

Regardless, far be it for me to cause any 
upset of Outer Mongolia descendants. 
But  St Patrick’s day was Tuesday and the 
Round Table will be Thursday. It’s time to 
taper off. 

Solutions to the St Patrick’s Problem

• It’s time to put your green coat and nickers back in 
storage. Go incognito and dress as you would on oth-
er days. If you are truly an Outer Mongolia descen-
dant, then why not wear your national garb to this 
month’s Round Table. That should start a conversa-
tion at your table.

• Raffel’s has a fully stocked bar with a number of beer 
brands. It’s time to stop drinking green beer. Copy 
the Irishman pictured above. Just drink a beer with a 
pale color. If you came directly from that St Patrick’s 
party still going on, maybe you should try a near beer.

� I don’t care for the Drake’s dinners
We left the Drake last October. Raffel’s dinners are a totally 

different deal - much better than what we had before.
Solutions to the Drake Dinner Problem

• Raffel’s offers multiple entrees on their buffet, all good
• Real place settings - No paper plates or plastic uten-

sils,with the tables cleared for you by a competent 
staff.

• February Survey respondents rated the dinner an 
average of 4.1 out of a possible 1-5 scale. So try it.
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Preservation Activities
The Harriet Beecher Stowe House - The Board of Trustees 

voted to donate, to the Harriet Beecher Stowe House with 
monies taken from the Preservation Fund. 

At our February meeting, Preservation Chair Mark 
Silbersack, presented a check for $300 to Christina Hartlieb, 
director of the Harriet Beecher Stowe House. 

This is the second time the Round Table has provided 

financial support for Stowe House. The Round Table was 
the primary sponsor of a Stowe House exhibit which opened 
July 1, 2018, entitled The Beecher Family in the Civil War. 
Harriet’s uncle and a brother served in the Union army, as 
did her younger son, who was wounded at Gettysburg.

The Stowe House needs to replace their current conference 
table, and they also want to obtain a set of six modular tables. 
The modular tables will give Stowe House more flexibility 
in their programming but will not detract from the house’s 
historical character. Although the Stowe House was where 
the Beecher family made their home while in Cincinnati, 
most of the furnishings in the house, are not period pieces. 

Ramage Museum - The Round Table has also selected the 
James A. Ramage Civil War Museum in Ft. Wright, KY as 
one of this year’s preservation projects. The museum wants 
to install a large new glass case for the purpose of displaying 
Civil War uniforms and related clothing items. 

They have requested a $500 
donation, which is about half of 
the cost. The Board of Trustees is 
asking you for donations, which 
the Round Table will match 
from the Preservation Fund up 
to a total of $500. We will make 
our donation following the May 
meeting, or such sooner time as 
we receive sufficient donations to 
reach the $500 goal. 

You may donate by going to our Cincy web site [https://
CincinnatiCWRT.org] and clicking on the donation button 
under the preservation tab. Or you can donate by cash or 
check at either the March or April meeting. You can also 
send your check, payable to the Cincinnati Civil War Round 
Table, to our P.O. Box address listed on the masthead. Please 
note on your check in either case, that your donation is for 
the Ramage Museum.


