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Images and the names
From Uncle Tom’s Cabin

 ¬ MEETING SCHEDULE ¬ 
   ¬ Thursday, February 20th ¬   ¬Thursday, March 19th ¬            ¬Thursday, April 16th ¬ 
        Speaker: Christina Hartlieb                        Speaker:  David Deatrick            Speaker: Steve Magnusen

Some might say that since Ohio, and specifically the 
greater Cincinnati area, has very little civil war battle 

grounds, this area 
therefore, is not 
as important to 
the grand history 
of the war as such 
battle ground 
heavy states, 
of Virginia or 
Tennessee.  What 
could be further 
from the truth!

Is there a 
greater influence 
on the war’s 
outcome than our 
two almost local 

sons, Ulysses S. Grant and William Tecumseh Sherman? 
I think there is, or at least Abraham Lincoln did. 

When Lincoln first met Harriet Beecher Stowe, in 
December 1862, he allegedly greeted her with these 
memorable words: “So you’re the little woman who wrote 
the book that made this great war!”

Christina Hartlieb, historian and educator, who lives 
in Cincinnati, and serves as the Executive Director at the 
Harriet Beecher Stowe House, will present to us at our 
February 20th Round Table Meeting, more background on 
Mrs. Stowe, the Beecher family, and the impact of  Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin that demonstrated the realities of slavery and 
changed public opinion in the North. 

Our February Lecturer
Christina Hartlieb  

Since the book was first published in 1852, themes and 
even the names of the book’s characters have stayed in the 
publics conscience. Here are just a few of the illustrations 
by Hammat Billings for an illustrated 1853 addition.

Uncle Tom, portrayed as a 
compliant slave.

Eliza telling Tom that she has 
been sold, but has decided to flee 
with her baby.

Sambo, Quimbo and the dogs 
under Simon Legree’s direction, 

hunt down escaped slaves. 

Eliza crosses the ice filled river. 
Actually a slave did this at Ripley, 
going to safety at the Rankin 
home.

Simon Legree -  a name today that 
has come to stand for evil.  Here 

Legree is beating  Tom.  

Illustrations by Hammat Billings for Uncle Tom’s Cabin; or, Life Among the 
Lowly by Harriet Beecher Stowe, Illustrated Edition by Billings; Engraved by Baker 
Smith, Boston: John P. Jewett and Company, 1853. Clifton Waller Collection, 
University of Virginia



From the President.....
We had a great turn out at January’s meeting. I think 

Chris Burns gave us a very insightful look at Ulysses S. 
Grant. My sense is that the esteem in which Grant is held 
by historians today, compared to a generation or two ago, 
can be attributed in part to the fact that his values in the 
area of human rights are more in tune with the concerns 
of historians today than they are with those of the mid-
twentieth century. Chris’s explication of Grant’s war-time 
and post-war treatment of and concern for the rights of 
Blacks, Indians, and Jews, certainly supports that view.

As announced at the meeting, the Round Table’s Board 
of Trustees has selected as one of our preservation projects 
The James A. Ramage Civil War Museum in Ft. Wright. 
The museum wants to install a large new glass case for 
the purpose of displaying Civil War uniforms and related 
clothing items. They have requested a $500 donation, 
which is about half of the cost. 

The board is asking you for donations, which the Round 
Table will match from the Preservation Fund up to a 
total donation of $500. You may donate by cash or check 
at upcoming meeting, or by sending your check to the 
address on the masthead: P.O. Box 621082, Cincinnati, 
OH 45262. 

You may also make an on-line donation using your 
credit card. The advantage for this method, our on-
line system will keep track of all of your donations. All 
preservation donations are fully tax deductible and if 
in future years you might need confirmation, you can 
download an acknowledgment from our on-line system. 
A link to our on-line donation will be sent to everyone by 
separate email.

We are always interested in growing and serving our 
membership. Consequently, we are always looking (OK, 
begging) for help in keeping the Round Table a primary 
source for learning and understanding, and sharing 
knowledge about the Civil War. 

On the last page of the Canister you’ll notice we have 
a number of committee vacancies.  We have a Facebook 
page, but we need someone to attend to it. If you have 
some familiarity with Facebook and could give us a hand, 
it would spread the word about the CCWRT and help 
connect our members with helpful resources. 

If you would be willing to spread the word by distributing 
cards listing our upcoming programs to local libraries 
and museums, it would be most helpful. If you like to visit 
sites related to the Civil War and would be willing to help 
organize a tour locally, or beyond, let us know.

Submitted by Dave Stockdale
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“.  .  .  the manner in which an individual enjoys certain 
advantages over others is the test of a true gentleman.

“The power that the strong have over the weak, 
the magistrate over the citizen, the employer over 
the employed, the educated over the unlettered, the 
experienced over the confiding, even the clever over 
the silly - the forbearing or inoffensive use of all this 
power or authority, or a total absence from it, will show 
the gentleman in plain light.  The gentleman does not 
needlessly or unnecessarily remind an offender of a wrong 
he may have committed against him.  He can not only 
forgive, he can forget, and he strives for that nobleness 
of self and mildness of character which impart sufficient 
strength to let the past be the past.

“A true gentleman of honor feels humbled himself when 
he cannot help humbling others.”
Robert E. Lee (found in his office desk shortly after his death) 

• Three young Union captains were jumped to 
Brigadier Generals of cavalry on 29 June 1863. What 
were their names? 

1. __________________________
2. __________________________
3. __________________________
4. They reported to General ________________.
5. The Union attack in the Battle of the Crater 30 July 

1864 was overseen by General _________________. 
6. And was defended by Confederate General 

________________.
7. Union corporal Barton Mitchell made “the find of 

the war” 13 Sept. 1862.  What was it?

Quiz Answers

1,2,3.  George Custer, Elon Farnsworth, and Wesley 
Merritt.  Ref.: David Finney, “Sixteen Summer Days, Custer 
Meets the Wolverines – June 28 to July 14, 1863.” Cincinnati 
CWRT meeting presentation 18 Apr. 2019.

4.   Hugh Judson “Killcavalry” Kilpatrick.  Ibid.
5, 6. Ambrose Burnside, William Mahone. Ref.: A.W. 

Greene, The Battle of the Crater, Civil War Inst. (Gettysburg 
College) 23 June 2018.

7.  Robert E. Lee’s order #191 dividing the Army of 
Northern Va. prior to the Battle of Antietam. Ref.: Scott 
Schroeder, “The Find of the War: Lee’s Lost Order, the 27th 
Indiana and the Road to Antietam.” CCWRT meeting 
presentation 17 Oct. 2019.

The January Quiz
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The Chickamauga Campaign ‒ Glory or the Grave: 
The Breakthrough, the Union Collapse, and the to 
Chattanooga, September 20 - 23, 1863 by David A. 
Powell, Savas Beatie LLC, El Dorado Hills, CA (2015), 725 
pp., hardcover $39.95.

The Chickamauga Campaign ‒ Glory or the Grave by 
David Powell is the second of a three-volume analysis 
of the chaotic battle along West Chickamauga Creek in 
September 1863.  

This volume is an even more remarkable work than 
volume one.  The second volume covers only the third day 
of the battle, September 20, 1863.  The manuscript is again 
highly readable, extremely well researched and continues 
to set the standard for how to write about a Civil War 
battle.

The third day at Chickamauga did not begin as General 
Braxton Bragg had planned.  His orders for an echelon 
attack starting on the Confederate right did not begin 
at dawn as he expected.  Why were Bragg’s orders not 
executed and who was responsible?  The author provides 
an extremely well researched look at how the confusion 
in the Confederate command structure created the chaos 
that was to plague them the entire day.  

The author follows the efforts, both good and bad, by 
General Polk to issue the necessary orders for a dawn 
attack to General D. H. Hill.  He also covers the myths 
that have risen concerning Polk’s location and actions on 
that morning.  

On the Union side, an evening council of war centered 
around Major General George Thomas’s desire to reinforce 
the left.  Reinforcing the left required the movement of 
a majority of Major Generals Alexander McCook’s and 
Thomas Crittenden’s units throughout the night.  With 
the shift to the left, unit positions became confused and 
corps integrity was lost as more troops were committed 
to the defense of the Union left.  The author has done an 
outstanding job of explaining how orders were issued and 
misunderstood.  This is especially true of the orders issued 
by Major General William Rosecrans to Brigadier General 
Thomas Wood that created the gap that the Confederates 
plowed through to break the Union right and start the 
mass retreat to Chattanooga.

David Powell does a remarkable job of following the 
battle as it develops throughout the day and especially 
with the defense of Horseshoe Ridge.  This portion of the 
action on September 20 is usually extremely difficult to 
understand.  I found his coverage to surpass any other 
explanation that I have read.  He also does an exemplary 
job of explaining how several units were left behind 
when the forces under General Thomas withdrew from 
Horseshoe Ridge.  The decision by Rosecrans to return to 
Chattanooga and send his Chief of Staff James Garfield 
to find General Thomas is also reviewed in light of how 
careers would be influenced.

The author, David Powell, has created the most detailed 
account of this day’s decisions by the various Union and 
Confederate officers at all levels.  It is well written and 
extremely easy to read.  He has continued to find a way to 
make sense from the senseless.  I recommend this work 
to both the casual student of the war and to the serious 
historian.  I was pleasantly surprised that volume two 
was even better than volume one. The level of quality in-
depth research, attention to detail, and easy readability 
surpasses that found in volume one.  The only fault I could 
find is that he does not provide any details concerning the 
Confederate reaction to the results of the day and Bragg’s 
intentions for the following day.  It is hoped volume three 
will provide the same excellent coverage of these topics 
that I have come to expect.

Submitted by Thomas L. Breiner

This Month’s Book Review
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Grant moved quickly and decisively, as would become 
his custom. Taking two divisions of about 17,000 men, he 
moved by river down the Tennessee to begin the reduction 
of Fort Henry. Grant had planned for the operation to 
include a naval attack by the gunboats of Flag Officer 
Andrew H. Foote, 
supported by an 
infantry assault down 
both banks of the river. 
As things turned out, 
the river was in flood 
stage and several parts 
of Fort Henry were 
under water. 

Tilghman, the Con-
federate commander, 
sent away most of his 
infantry to Fort Do-
nelson and put up only 
a halfhearted defense 
with the heavy guns on hand. The Union gunboats were 
more than capable of dealing with them, and Tilghman 
surrendered to Grant after only a few hours resistance on 
February 6, 1862.

Almost immediately, Grant commenced in demonstrat-
ing to Johnston his shortsightedness on the importance of 
the forts. Grant ordered Foote to send a force of gunboats 
down the Tennessee River, destroying shipping and rail-
road bridges as they went, as far as they could. As events 
played out, this impromptu naval force was able to steam 
all the way to the headwaters of the Tennessee, at Florence 
in northern Alabama, where the river was not deep 

enough to navigate. In the process, they demolished 
several Rebel steamships and railroad bridges.

On February 7, Johnston (who was at Bowling Green 
with the bulk of his command) realized belatedly what the 
loss of Fort Henry meant to his defensive line. He realized 
that if Grant was able to capture Fort Donelson and 
open up the Cumberland River, his position at Bowling 
Green would not just be untenable, it would be cut off 
entirely. Despite all the work put into fortifying Bowling 
Green, Johnston ordered 12,000 men to Fort Donelson 
for the defense of that point and moved the remainder 
back to Nashville. Knowing that the loss of Fort Henry 
and the Tennessee River meant that Columbus would be 
outflanked, he ordered the abandonment of that place as 
well.

And so, in short order and with the loss of only 21 men 
killed and wounded and fewer than 100 men captured at 
Fort Henry, Johnston’s entire Kentucky line, manned by 
a sum total of 42,000 men, had to be given up. Johnston, 
in fairness, accepted this blow with grace. He ordered 
the aforementioned reinforcements to Fort Donelson, an 
odd move considering he believed the fort would fall to 
Union gunboats as had Henry and made sure to tell his 
subordinates in command to abandon the fort rather than 
get caught within it.

This begs other questions of Johnston’s leadership. 
Firstly, if he believed that Donelson would fall simply 
from Federal naval bombardment alone, why did he 
reinforce Donelson with so much of his infantry? And 

if he sent that infantry to contain Grant’s own infantry 
to give Donelson’s gunners a fighting chance against the 
Union gunboats, why did he not send more? Lastly, why 
did he deem it more important to command the retreat 
from Bowling Green to Nashville in person, but not the 
impending fight at Fort Donelson? The officers who he 
had sent to Donelson would put in one of the all-time 

One of Foote’s 1862 river gunboats

Continuation of  January 2020 Canister article by John Potter

“What was the most important battle in the Civil War?”

(Continued on the next page)



worst performances by commanders of either side during 
the war, which of course Johnston couldn’t have known 
beforehand. Even so, his choice to leave the fight at 
Donelson to subordinates is perplexing.

On the Union side, Grant faced similar tough decisions, 
but he faced them with has characteristic calm and 
determination. At the time Fort Henry fell, Grant had 
about 17,000 infantry with him, as well as Foote’s gunboat 
squadron. Fort Donelson was about a dozen miles to the 
east, on the west bank of the Cumberland River, with 
about 5,000 men as its garrison. Grant expected Johnston 
to reinforce Donelson, well aware that its loss would mean 
the evacuation of Nashville and most of central Tennessee. 
In spite of the fact that he would need to approach and 
reduce a strong position against perhaps even numbers, 

or more men than he had with him, Grant decided to 
move against Donelson. On the 6th of February, the 
same day that Henry fell, he wired Halleck (who was at 
St. Louis) and told him he was moving on Donelson. His 
message gave the impression that he had already begun 
the operation so as to prevent Halleck’s natural caution 
from leading him to prevent the move.

Between February 6 and 12, when Grant’s forces arrived 
opposite the fort, Donelson received the reinforcements 
that Johnston had sent, bringing the garrison up to about 
15,000 men. Also during that time, the fort underwent no 
less than FIVE command changes as officers of various 
rank and seniority took command in their steads. The 
overall commander at the time combat operations 
commenced was Brigadier General John B. Floyd, a native 
Virginian politician who had served as Secretary of War 
under President James Buchanan. Floyd had performed 
poorly in western Virginia in 1861, and Jeff Davis had 

sent him west to serve under Johnston. Preparations to 
meet Grant on the land side of the fort were made, but 
by this time it was woefully late for such efforts. Grant, 
for his part, endeavored to better his own odds of success 
by having Foote ferry another division of his from Cairo 
to the Donelson area. This brought his strength to over 
25,000 men. The stage was set for the Battle of Fort 

Donelson.
The battle itself is less important than the run up to it 

and the consequences from it. Suffice it to say, Floyd did 
exactly what Johnston had told him NOT to do, and got 
bottled up against the Cumberland River. He sent his 
second-in-command, Gideon Pillow, to lead an attack 
against Grant’s right wing in order to open up the main 
road leading south in order to gain an escape route. Pillow 
caught Grant napping and actually accomplished that goal, 
but at the height of success, he made the gobsmackingly 
stupid decision to retire to the Confederate works. Having 
lost the possibility of escape, Floyd’s thoughts turned to 
self-preservation. He turned over command to Pillow and 
caught a steamship to Nashville. Pillow followed suit. 

Nathan Bedford Forrest said, “To hell with this” and 
led his cavalry on a daring ride out of the fort along the 
flooded river road.

Simon Bolivar Buckner was left holding the bag, and 
had to accept the terms of unconditional surrender from 
his old pal Grant.

(Continued on the next page)
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Final Conclusions
By any definition, Donelson was a catastrophe for 

the Confederacy. In a single blow, the Confederacy lost 
southern Kentucky and central Tennessee, including 
Nashville. Federal gunboats could raid as far south as 
Alabama. Johnston’s army began a long retreat that 
didn’t stop until it reached Corinth, Mississippi. 15,000 
Confederate troops were lost to imprisonment and 
parole that would possibly have made the difference a 
few months later, along the banks of the Tennessee at a 
place called Shiloh Church.

Never before or after would so much territory be lost 
from a single battle, nor so much strategic initiative be 
gained. 

Fort Donelson secured Ulysses S. Grant’s reputation, 
which was a damned good thing, considering what came 
next. Namely, Henry Halleck was promoted to command 
of the entire Western Theater and realized that Grant, 
not Buell, was his most dangerous rival. In March 1862, 
Halleck tried to get Grant removed from command 
based upon trumped up charges of insubordination and 
a healthy dose of rumor about Grant’s drinking, and it 
almost worked. 

It was Grant’s reputation as a fighting general, won 
so dearly at Fort Donelson, that convinced Abraham 
Lincoln, “I cannot spare this man; he fights!”

GRANT’S UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER 
DISPATCH TO BUCKNER

The original article was written by John Potter, M.A History 
Shippensburg University of Pennsylvania, and appeared in Quora 
as an answer to the question “What was the most important battle 
in the U.S. Civil War?”

The pictures and maps were uploaded from the U.S. National 
Park Service’s History E-Library


