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______________________________________________________________________________ 

  
CCWRT  

March, 2018 Issue   
 

Meeting Date: March 15, 2018 
 

Place: The Drake Center 
 

(6:00) Sign-in and Social                   (6:30) Dinner 

                                (7:15) Business Meeting                    (7:30) Speaker 
 

Dinner Menu: Beef Burgundy with Wine & Mushroom Sauce,  
Apple Pecan Salad with Vinaigrette Dressing, au Gratin Potatoes,  

Green Bean Casserole, Carrot Cake 
Vegetarian Option:     Upon request 

 

Speaker: James “Bud” Robertson, Fredericksburg, VA 
            

Topic: Water: The Most Overlooked Element of the Civil War 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Reservations:  If you do not have an Automatic Reservation, please remember to submit your meeting 

reservation to the web site at http://cincinnaticwrt.org/wordpress/contact/rsvp/ or call it in to Dave Stockdale at 

513-310-9553. Leave a message, if necessary. If you are making a reservation for more than yourself, please 

provide the names of the others. Please note that all reservations must be in no later than 8:00 pm 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

March Speaker:    

 

 

A hard look at the element itself–water for life, water as an agent of infection, water in military planning, etc. 

The “etc.” is why water can be considered “the forgotten element.” 

 

This Danville, VA, native is the author or editor of more than 20 books that include such award-winning 

studies as Civil War! America Becomes One Nation, General A.P. Hill, and Soldiers Blue and Gray. His 

massive biography of Gen. “Stonewall” Jackson won eight national awards and was used as the basis for the 

http://www.cincinnaticwrt.org/
http://cincinnaticwrt.org/wordpress/contact/rsvp/
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Ted Turner/Warner Bros. mega-movie, “Gods and Generals.” Robertson was chief historical consultant for 

the film. His latest book is After the Civil War: The Heroes, Villains, Soldiers, and Civilians Who Changed 

America. The recipient of every major award given in the Civil War field, and a lecturer of national acclaim, 

Dr. Robertson is probably more in demand as a speaker before Civil War groups than anyone else in the 

field. 

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Report                                   …from Lester Burgin 
 

 

The CCWRT board members have been busy planning some exciting events in the upcoming months so 

clear your calendars and add these events. 

 

At our next meeting on March 15 we are fortunate to have James “Bud” Robertson as our speaker. If you 

were planning on attending only one event this year, he is the speaker to see. He is the recipient of every 

major award given in the Civil War field, a prolific author, and a lecturer of national acclaim. His unique, 

humble, and yet incredibly important and interesting topic is about WATER! Yes, WATER. I had the 

James “Bud” 

Robertson 
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privilege of hearing Bud speak in the past, and I can personally attest that you will enjoy it. Make your 

dinner reservations now and bring a friend.  

 

On Saturday, April 7, the CCWRT has been invited to participate in Civil War Trust Park Day. This national 

program is designed to help spruce up battlefields and other venues across the country. We have been invited 

to help out at the Harriet Beecher Stowe House in Walnut Hills. We will begin at 9:30am. Bring your 

working spirit and know-how, but all other supplies will be provided. After our work is done, we will be 

treated to a tour from a docent, and later, we’ll meet up at a local restaurant for more camaraderie. As a 

bonus, volunteers will be given a tee shirt. I’ll be there, and I’m hoping for a big turnout.  

  

Not to be missed is the upcoming FREE 2-day tour following the trail of Morgan’s Great Raid through 

Indiana and Ohio, which will be on Friday, May 18, and Saturday, May 19, led by renowned CCWRT 

member David Mowery, who literally “wrote the book” on Morgan. How do you get all this transportation 

and expertise without a fee? This is a "no fee caravan” - essentially a car pool tour. We will be 

meeting 8:30am - 5:30pm both days, but we’ll end up in the Cincinnati area at the end of both days, so you’ll 

have dinner on your own and sleep in your own bed! There will be a stop for lunch during the day (on your 

own) and you can join in for one or both days. If there are many who are interested, we may think about 

renting a van which holds up to 15 people. I’ve already signed up and hope to have the van so that I can hear 

all the information David provides while driving from site to site. Availability will be first come, first served, 

so don’t wait to call or email David at 513-774-9544 or dmowery11@fuse.net. 

 

As usual, you can get more information about all these exciting events on our website. 

 

 

Items of Interest 
 

 

Ed Bearss Talk 
Hear noted historian Ed Bearss speak at the Gaslight Theater in Georgetown, Ohio, on March 3rd.  His 

topic will be the Battle of Spotsylvania. The Theater is located on the southeast corner of the intersection of 

Main Street and State Rt. 125 in Georgetown. 

 

Period music will start at 12:30pm.  Admission for this popular event is $10.00. 

 

Visiting Uncle Tom’s Cabin: Harriet Beecher Stowe and Friends 
Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

 

• House Opens for Tours at 6 pm.  

• Discussion begins at 7 pm. 

 

Location: Harriet Beecher Stowe House, 2950 Gilbert Ave., Cincinnati 

Topic: Frederick Douglass: After Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Douglass’s persona and interaction with Stowe after 

the publication of her novel.  

 

Suggested reading: Frederick Douglass, What to the Slave is the Fourth of July? (1852) and The Heroic 

Slave (1853). These shorter pieces can easily be found free online. Led by John Getz, PhD., Professor 

Emeritus, Xavier University, with co-leader, John Douglass, PhD., Professor Emeritus, University of 

Cincinnati. 

tel:(513)%20774-9544
mailto:dmowery11@fuse.net
http://www.ohiohistory.org/stowe
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Northern Kentucky Regional History Day 
Hosted by the Kenton County Historical Society, the Northern Kentucky Regional History Day is scheduled 

for a second year at the Boone County main library, Burlington Pike, on Saturday, March 3, 2018. 

Handicapped parking will be in the library parking lot plus shuttle service connecting nearby parking lots. 

Admission is $8 in advance/$10 at the door. For additional information, call 859-491-0490.  

 

Here is a list of this year’s topics: 

 

Keynote Address: Kentucky’s U.S. Senators 

Break-out Sessions:  

 Fit to Drink: History of Water in Covington/Boone County Courthouse Restoration Project 

 Unlikely Partners: The Green Line and the Kenton County Airport Board in the Birth and Growth of 

the Greater Cincinnati Airport 

 A Historical Tour of Pike Street in Covington 

 Theaters of Northern Kentucky 

 Rabbit Hash General Store Restoration Project 

 Newport Military Barracks 

 The Trials, Tribulations, and Thrill of Writing the History of François Joseph (Joe) Schlosser. 

 

 

February Presentation                   ... submitted by Don Vogel 
 

 

The Cincinnati Civil War Round Table welcomed as our guest for the evening, Ronald Wolford Blair. Ron 

has done an extensive study of a Union soldier, who just happens to be a relative. He has, according to his 

tally, spent some 16 years studying and compiling information on this soldier, lawyer, state House of 

Representatives member, and Adjutant General of the state of Kentucky. By any standard, this was quite a 

list of accomplishments for a country boy, but then you can find some of the same background in Lincoln, 

who, by the way, was not one of Wolford’s favorite people. 

 

Although Wolford was a supporter of the Union, he gave a fiery speech in Lexington condemning, in no 

uncertain terms, the enlistment of blacks into the Union fighting forces. Lincoln tried to deal with Wolford’s 

continual dissent, but the oration continued unabated. Wolford fought in hundreds of battles small and large, 

and the trust that the men in his command had in him is legendary. Ron goes to great lengths to explain the 

merits of Wolford’s leadership style and unique ability to make men follow his orders in what can only be 

described as a “backwoods-ish” language. 

 

A large part of the book discusses the rivalry that went on between Wolford and John Hunt Morgan, which 

continued into 1863 when Morgan was captured on a raid through Indiana and Ohio. 

 

At 464 pages, the book is very detailed, which allows Blair to delve into subtle quirks in the character of 

Wolford where history has glossed over the person in the search for the famous. It’s a GREAT READ and 

well worth purchasing for your collection. 
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Book Review                        …submitted by Thomas L. Breiner  

Grant by Ron Chernow, Penguin Press, New York, NY, 2017, 1,074 pages, Hardcover $40.00.  

 

Grant by Ron Chernow is the latest in the biographies of General Ulysses S. Grant and probably the best of 

all the Grant biographies that I have read. This work is by far the most detailed biography covering Grant’s 

entire career as a professional soldier, his two terms as President, his post-presidency tour of the world and, 

finally, his struggles with cancer and the authoring of his memoirs in order to finish prior to his death, to 

provide for his family. 

 

Our author, Ron Chernow, provides the reader with an outstanding manuscript that is not only well written, 

but also extremely well researched. He has found many previously unused sources to fill in the gaps that 

prior biographies either omitted or glossed over. He provides many insights into Grant’s character. While he 

was honest, trustworthy, and sincere in his dealings with his close associates; his choice of associates, 

especially outside of their military skills, was extremely flawed. Once he determined that an individual was 

worthy of his loyalty, he refused to believe that his loyalty would not be returned, even though there was 

indisputable evidence to the contrary. He never denied his support for a friend. This character flaw is what is 

most remembered about his presidency. All the good he did is quickly forgotten. 

 

Grant’s strength was as a military man. On the battlefield he had no equal. This quality did not always 

translate well to his career as a politician. He could not command Congress the way he commanded his 

subordinates in the army. It would not be until after his terms as President that he began to understand 

politics. Unfortunately, he was unable to win the nomination from the Republican Party for a third term. The 

author believes that his world tour ended too soon. Had Grant delayed his return until the Republican 

convention was about to start, he would have easily gained the nomination. 

 

I found this work to be very enjoyable and informative. The only flaw as far as I am concerned is the 

author’s over-fascination with Grant and his struggles with alcohol. Ron Chernow includes any reference to 

Grant and alcohol, no matter if the situation was real or an innuendo that some critic used to tarnish Grant’s 

image with the public or the military high command. Grant chose to leave any discussion of the fight to 

control his demon out of his memoirs, and I believe that this was because Grant thought that the subject did 

not define his career or his character. Unfortunately, the author felt that every incident, whether it was 

substantiated or just a rumor, had to be included. I felt that this detracted from what otherwise is an 

outstanding work. Nevertheless, I highly recommend this book for everyone to finally understand Grant’s 

entire life and his various careers.  It is the best work detailing the scandals that plagued his presidency and 

that kept many historians from recognizing the fine quality of his leadership on both the battlefield and as 

President. While Grant was never found to be directly involved in any of the scandals that surrounded his 

presidency, the scandals are what many remember as the primary issues of his two presidential terms.  

 

 

 

 

February Quiz:   
 

The first man he (T.J. Jackson) put in training was himself; his initial lessons were in geography. He was 

confused in his mind concerning the names and location of certain of the passes or “gaps” of the Blue Ridge 

Mountains, and he was unacquainted with some of the roads. As it happened, Jed. Hotchkiss, whose skill in 

topographical engineering had been demonstrated in Robert Garnett’s tragic expedition, had reported at Mt. 

Airy, the Meems estate, on March 20 as acting Adjutant of the Militia Regiment from Augusta County. 
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Jackson sent for him on the 26th and asked him about his work in Northwest Virginia. Then the General said, 

“I want you to make me a map of the Valley from Harpers Ferry to Lexington, showing all the points of 

offense and defense between those points. Mr. Pendleton will give you orders for whatever outfit you want. 

Good morning, Sir.” Thus in three sentences, began the making of the maps which were to contribute to the 

sureness, and thereby to the speed and boldness of all Jackson’s future operations in the Valley. 

 

Ref.: Freeman, Lee’s Lieutenants, Vol. I, pp. 321-2. 

 

 

Assign names to the towns indicated by the numbers 1 thru 9 

Assign names to the geographic areas indicated by numbers 10 & 11 

 

1. _____________________                    7._____________________                

 

2._____________________                     8._____________________                                     

 

3._____________________                     9._____________________  

                                                   

4._____________________                    10._____________________                                     

 

5._____________________                    11._____________________                                     

 

6._____________________                                                       

 

Tie Breaker: General Ewell was guarding the Rappahannock, Stonewall Jackson the valleys of the 

Shenandoah. What general was monitoring the Alleghenys in Spring 1862?   ________________________ 
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Quiz Answers: 
 

 

1. Manassas  

2. Port Royal  

3. Strasburg  

4. New Market  

5. Harrisonburg 

6. McDowell  

7. Staunton  

8. Port Republic  

9. Luray  

10. Luray Valley  

11. Shenandoah Valley 

 

Ref.: Freeman, Lee’s Lieutenants, Vol. I, p. 334. 

 

 

Tie Breaker: Allegheny Johnson 

                     Ref.: Freeman, Lee’s Lieutenants, Vol. I, p. 336. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Future Presentations:  

            

 

Apr. 19, 2018 Chris Burns, Cincinnati 

     The Siege of Cincinnati 

May 17, 2018 Darryl Smith, CCWRT 

     The Last Raid – The 1864 Battle of Cynthiana 

Sep. 20, 2018 Greg Biggs. Clarksville, TN 

     The Question Was One of Supplies: The Logistics for William T. Sherman’s  

    Atlanta Campaign 

Oct. 18, 2018 Dan Welch, Youngstown, OH 

     The Last Road North: A Guide to the Gettysburg Campaign 

Nov. 15, 2018 Ted Savas, El Dorado Hills, CA 

      Topic TBD 

Jan. 17, 2019 Gary Johnson, CCWRT 

      The A Sailor’s Life for Me:  How Sailoring Differs from Soldiering 

Feb. 21, 2019 Wayne K. Durrill, University of Cincinnati 

      War of Another Kind: A Southern Community in the Great Rebellion  
 

 

 

 

 

http://cincinnaticwrt.org/wordpress/event/wayne-motts-harrisburg-pa-picketts-charge-battlefield-guide/
http://cincinnaticwrt.org/wordpress/event/dan-welch-youngstown-oh-last-road-north-guide-gettysburg-campaign/
http://cincinnaticwrt.org/wordpress/event/dan-welch-youngstown-oh-last-road-north-guide-gettysburg-campaign/
http://cincinnaticwrt.org/wordpress/event/dan-welch-youngstown-oh-last-road-north-guide-gettysburg-campaign/
http://cincinnaticwrt.org/wordpress/event/wayne-k-durrill-university-cincinnati-war-another-kind-southern-community-great-rebellion/
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ABOUT THE CINCINNATI CWRT: 

 

Membership in the Cincinnati CWRT is open to anyone with an active interest in the American Civil War. Annual 

dues (prorated throughout the year to new members) are $25 (single) and $35 (couple) for a Regular Membership. 

This fee helps cover operating costs which include this newsletter, as well as speaker expenses. A Sustaining Member 

level of membership is also available for $50 (single) and $85 (couple). The purpose of this membership category is to 

encourage and recognize members who make additional contributions of $25 or more, in addition to their annual dues 

in any fiscal year, to the objectives and programs of the Cincinnati Civil War Round Table. Students enrolled full time 

in any recognized secondary or higher institute of learning can use a Student Membership, which applies a discount of 

$10 to each of the above dues rates. 

Dinner reservations are required, and can be made prior to the reservations deadline either by the web site 

http://cincinnaticwrt.org/wordpress/contact/rsvp/ or by a phone call to the officer taking reservations for the meeting 

(whose name and number is listed on the header of the current Canister). Meals currently cost $20. Menu selection 

will change with each meeting. A vegetarian meal option is available, if requested prior to the reservations cut-off date. 

A Meeting Only Fee of $5.00 is assessed to members, visitors and guests who arrive after dinner to hear the speaker. 

No reservation is necessary. The monies collected are used to help offset the expenses of the evening’s activities. 

Late Reservations and Walk-ins without a reservation: Our ability to be flexible for late reservations or walk-ins is 

now restricted by the fact that the Drake Center only prepares meals according to the reservation count called in. 

Therefore, Late Reservations (after the Wednesday by 8:00 pm which is eight days before the meeting) will be 

accepted conditionally, subject to the caterer's ability to honor a change in dinner count if received close to the meeting 

date. Late Reservations and Walk-ins without a reservation will only be able to have dinner if offset by 

cancellations or no-shows, or if the caterer determines that sufficient food is available. 

Late cancellations may be made by email or phone. Since a cancellation after the Wednesday 8:00 pm deadline which 

is eight days before the meeting means that CCWRT has guaranteed payment to The Drake Center for the reserved 

number of meals, the Treasurer will review the number of late cancellations and late reservations for every meeting. If 

a late cancellation results in the CCWRT being required to pay for an extra meal, the person making the late 

cancellation will be expected to pay for the dinner. No-shows who have a dinner reservation but do not attend will be 

billed for the meal. Meetings are held the third Thursday of the month, September – November and January – May at 

The Drake Center, 151 West Galbraith Road, Cincinnati, Ohio  45216 (Phone: 513-418-2500). If traveling Interstate 

75, exit at Galbraith Road (Exit 10) and go west one mile. If coming across the Ronald Reagan Cross County 

Highway, take the Galbraith Road exit and go west two miles. Or, take the Galbraith/Winton exit and go east one mile. 

Free parking is available in the WEST PAVILION parking lot. The West Pavilion entrance will take you to the 

meeting rooms. To get to our meeting room, enter the West Pavilion main entrance and go to the left side of the gift 

shop found opposite the entryway; the meeting room is located at the far end of the cafeteria hallway. 

 

CINCINNATI CWRT OFFICERS: 

President: Lester Burgin    513-891-0610 (h)   LesterBurgin@gmail.com 

Vice-President: Dave Stockdale 513-310-9553 (c)            djrtstockdale@aol.com 

Treasurer: Tom Williams    513-608-4391 (h)   t.williams@outlook.com 

Secretary: Don Vogel    859-360-9455 (h)  oneparson@aol.com 

Program Chair: Dan Bauer               513-759-4495 (h)   dbauer002@cinci.rr.com 

Newsletter Editor: David Mowery  513-774-9544 (h)  dmowery11@fuse.net  

Membership & Publicity: Wanda Langdon 513-505-6871 (h)                     Wanda@TeamLangdon.com 

 

Trustee: Tom Breiner (2018-2019)  513-984-3101 (h)   tbreiner@fuse.net 

Trustee: Dawn Mowery (2016-2018)  513-774-9544 (h)   dmowery11@fuse.net 

 

COMMITTEES: 

Activities: VACANT    --                           -- 

Preservation Projects: 

 Bob Haines    513-257-8854 (h)  bobh@3hab.com 

 Harvey Olff     513-221-3422 Ex. 3024 (w) harveyo@3hab.com 

Webmaster: Mike Rogers    859-907-3096 (c)   rogersmb1981@yahoo.com  

Social Media: Mike Rogers   859-907-3096 (c)  rogersmb1981@yahoo.com 

 CCWRT E-Mail Address      ccwrt@cincinnaticwrt.org 

http://cincinnaticwrt.org/wordpress/contact/rsvp/
mailto:LesterBurgin@gmail.com
mailto:dbauer002@cinci.rr.com
mailto:bobh@3hab.com
mailto:rogersmb1981@yahoo.com
mailto:ccwrt@cincinnaticwrt.org

