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______________________________________________________________________________ 

  
CCWRT  

September, 2016 Issue   
 

Meeting Date: September 15, 2016 
 

Place: The Drake Center 
 

(6:00) Sign-in and Social                   (6:30) Dinner 

                                (7:15) Business Meeting                    (7:30) Speaker 
 

Dinner Menu: Chicken Cordon Bleu,  
Tossed Salad w/ Assorted Dressings, 

Oven-Roasted Potatoes, Broccoli & Cheese,  
and Apple Crisp 

Vegetarian Option:     Upon request 
 

Speaker: David G. Moore, Washington, D.C. 
            

Topic: William S. Rosecrans and the Union Victory 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Reservations:  If you do not have an Automatic Reservation, please remember to email your meeting 

reservation to reservations@cincinnaticwrt.org or call it in to Dave Stockdale at 513-310-9553. Leave a 

message, if necessary. If you are making a reservation for more than yourself, please provide the names of the 

others. Please note that all reservations must be in no later than 8:00 pm Wednesday, September 7, 2016. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

September Speaker:    

 

David Moore stumbled upon the story of William S. Rosecrans while on an unsuccessful search for Mary 

Surratt's grave in Washington, DC's Mt. Olivet Cemetery. That led to a research project that lasted more than 

twenty years and that resulted in the writing of a book. Mr. Moore’s curiosity was fanned by one overriding 

question: How did it happen that a man who was considered in the nineteenth century to be one of the most 

important generals of the Civil War become a virtual unknown outside the Civil War community today? 

Moore’s talk will discuss Rosecrans's accomplishments and the role politics played in his military career. 

Mr. Moore is a native Washingtonian and has led tours of history sites along the East Coast for more than 35 

years. 

 

http://www.cincinnaticwrt.org/
mailto:reservations@cincinnaticwrt.org
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President’s Report                                   …from Lester Burgin 
 

 

As we look ahead to the CCWRT's 60th campaign, I find myself reflecting on the Round Table's many 

accomplishments. We've raised money for various preservation initiatives, attracted engaged, like-minded 

members, and deepened our own knowledge through fascinating, scholarly lectures.  

 

Our 2016-2017 campaign will continue this tradition. We have a fabulous line-up of speakers, and many 

exciting and diverse topics. Our September meeting will feature David Moore from Washington, DC, 

speaking on General William S. Rosecrans. I hope to see everyone there. Join us for dinner (at the same 

lower cost of $20) and enjoy the Round Table's social and fellowship opportunities, which truly add to the 

enjoyment of the evening. Participate in our mind-bending trivia quiz and book raffle to raise money for our 

preservation project, which will be announced shortly.  

 

This year, we also look to the CCWRT's future through an expanded digital presence. Be on the lookout for a 

special redesign of our website. A professional designer is working with a committee of our board members 

and, as of this newsletter's publication date, we are close to launching our new website. This new website 

David G. Moore William S. Rosecrans 
Courtesy Library of Congress 

Cincinnati 

Home of William S. 

Rosecrans 
(2935 Lehman Road) 

Courtesy David L. Mowery 
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will benefit existing members and hopefully attract new members. Dinner reservations, more information on 

programs and our history, and payment options are just a few of these new benefits that we can all look 

forward to soon.  

 

In closing, I would like to highlight a recent CCWRT excursion. On August 20th, members of the Round 

Table and some guests spent an enjoyable day in Ripley, Ohio. Darryl Smith organized an informative trip to 

the John Rankin and John Parker houses, and we learned how these men were involved with the 

Underground Railroad. We had a beautiful day with great views of the Ohio River, and we all enjoyed 

having lunch together.  

 

I look forward to continue exploring our interests in the Civil War with all our members through future day 

trips, dinners, and other events. I encourage everyone to reach out to me with ideas for the Round Table, and 

programs you would like to see in the future. In the meantime, I hope to see everyone on September 15.  

 

 

Items of Interest 
 

 

It’s Time to Pay Your Re-Enlistment Fee  
 

Annual membership dues for the 2016 – 2017 campaign year are being collected now. As you know, we 

have two levels of membership: Regular and Sustaining. Regular memberships are $25 (single) and $35 

(couple). The Sustaining level of membership is $50 (single) and $85 (couple). The purpose of the 

sustaining membership category is to encourage and recognize members who make additional contributions 

of $25 or more in addition to their annual dues in any fiscal year. If you are able to do so, we encourage you 

to become a Sustaining Member. Please know that you can pay with check, cash, or credit card. THANK 

YOU for your membership. It’s you that allows the CCWRT to bring in high-quality speakers from around 

the region, as well as from across the United States. Your membership also permits the CCWRT to give to 

charitable groups working to preserve and share with others the Civil War history of our country. 

 

 

Battle of Buffington Island Reenactment 
 

To bring awareness to the nation about Ohio’s largest Civil War battle, the Battle of Buffington Island, 

fought July 19, 1863, at Portland, Ohio, the 501c3 not-for-profit, all-volunteer Buffington Island Battlefield 

Preservation Foundation is sponsoring a reenactment of Confederate Brigadier General John Hunt Morgan’s 

movements through Meigs County, Ohio, from Pomeroy to Portland. The reenactment will be held from 

September 15-18, 2016, in Meigs County, and will feature infantry, artillery, and cavalry who will ride or 

march along much of the original path of Morgan’s Great Raid of July 1863. Steamboats will also be 

participating in the event. There will be battles reenacted every day, but the largest one will be performed on 

Sunday, September 18, on the actual Buffington Island battlefield. 

 

For more information about the reenactment and the schedule of events, be sure to visit the Foundation’s 

web site at www.buffingtonbattlefieldfoundation.org. 

 

 

http://www.buffingtonbattlefieldfoundation.org/
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This Stuff is Easy! (Or, how you can help the Round Table with 

just ten minutes a week!)             … Musings by Darryl R. Smith 
 

In this day and age of instant gratification, instant communication, and social media, people who have the 

wherewithal to go to a meeting and listen to a presentation are becoming more and more rare. Yet, within 

twenty-five miles of Cincinnati there are over eleven thousand Facebook users who have the American Civil 

War listed as an interest. That is right, ELEVEN THOUSAND! When I took over the Facebook page a 

couple of years ago we had @80 Likes; currently we have 807, as I have created a few paid ads and shared 

my page with friends who I thought might have an interest – Nice growth which has led to a few new 

members who did not know we existed before and who found us via Facebook. But we are not converting 

many of the 800+ Facebook followers, nor are we tapping into the 11K pool very effectively. Why? 

 

Let’s think about what a Round Table may represent to folks who have never been to one of our meetings or 

events. The name “Round Table” sounds a bit stuffy…sounds like a bunch of people sitting around a table 

having deep philosophical discussions regarding the material used on Robert E. Lee’s uniform or the 

thickness of a Northern-made piece of hardtack versus a Southern-made piece. While many of us enjoy that 

level of detail, and many of us do yearn for more discussion during our meetings, the perception to others 

might just be that we are not a group for folks that may have a casual or passing interest in the Civil War, 

while really the opposite is true for many of our members. We need to break that perception to encourage 

new members to become part of our organization, and to stay a part of our organization. 

 

What can you do? Let’s talk about the Facebook page as a start. Many of you reading this are on Facebook, 

but have not Liked the page. The first step is to visit the page right now (stop reading this and go there 

now…I will wait) and click on the Like button. But do not stop there. When you see an interesting post on 

the page or an event that is mentioned, click Like and also click Share to share the post on your on 

Facebook page. This will allow your friends and family to see your Civil War interest, and they, in turn, may 

reach out to you about attending an upcoming event. I have direct experience with this, as I have a much 

younger second cousin who has expressed an interest in touring Perryville with me in the future. I had no 

idea he had an interest in the Civil War until he saw some mentions about my own Civil War interest on 

Facebook. Sharing our Facebook page posts with your friends and family is a great way to bring more folks 

to our page, as well as potentially coming to one of our meetings. Tell your friends that our meetings are not 

some sort of deep thinking affair, but a way to get together and enjoy various topics on the Civil War. Help 

break the thought of us being a “closed” group. 

 

What else can you do? Another easy one…say “hello” to folks who attend our meetings! I have been an 

active member for four years now, and there are several faces that I have never spoken a word to – 

something I plan to change. Take a few moments and say hello to everyone you pass by at our meetings. 

Become an ambassador for the Round Table. Make our guests (and other members) feel welcome. Building 

rapport is one of our strongest tools that will encourage guests to become members, members to renew each 

year, and for tours to have more participation. A person who can build some friendships at our meetings is 

far more likely to become involved and stay involved. 
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Speaking of tours, where 

have you been? Last 

fall/winter our own David 

Mowery gave us two 

great local tours of sites 

in the Greater Cincinnati 

area (Camp Dennison and 

the defenses in Northern 

Kentucky). These tours 

sparked great questions 

and discussion, especially 

when we took our lunch 

break and were able to 

talk about the war 

informally. Going on 

these tours and events is 

an excellent way to develop relationships with folks who share a Civil War interest. Folks do not have to 

attend the entire day, but can join in and drop out as needed, but they are still a great way to learn more about 

the war, enjoy the outdoors, and get to know fellow members. We have had about ten to twelve members on 

these tours, and considering that we are a Civil War group, and these tours are local and free, there is a hope 

that we would see more attendees.  

 

Preservation – here is another simple task – start a monthly contribution to our Preservation Fund. Why 

should we only raise money at our eight meetings by buying raffle tickets? If you have a PayPal account, or 

are willing to create one (I have used the extremely secure PayPal site for fifteen years and have had zero 

issues), you can set up a monthly donation directly to the Preservation Fund. This way, the fund is always 

having money coming in, you do not have to remember to bring cash each meeting to buy raffle tickets (but 

of course you are encouraged to do so), and once you have set up the recurring donation, it is automatically 

sent to the Round Table each month. You can cancel the donation at any time if necessary. Let me break 

down how impactful this could be…at one hundred members, if each gave $5.00 per month, over the course 

of a year the Preservation Fund would have $6000.00! Can you imagine how many projects we could 

support with that sort of funding? We would have been able to fund all three preservation requests this year. 

How about another way to look at it: We would be able to install 705 rail fences (141 sections, or 850 feet of 

fencing) at Perryville or install four new interpretive panels there. We would be able to plant 240 trees at 

Antietam.  
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So, in summary, there are a few simple things you can do, today, to help support the Round Table by 

encouraging folks to join, keeping folks feeling like they are part of a community, and supporting the Round 

Table’s preservation efforts. Like our page on Facebook, share our posts and events on Facebook, say hello 

to other members and guests at our meetings, come on a tour and get to know your fellow members, and 

donate to the Preservation Fund. I would say that a few minutes of your time to do those simple tasks will go 

a long way to helping the Round Table grow each year. 

 

I am always open to suggestions and working with folks who want to help. If you would like to chat more 

about the Round Table and the topics mentioned above, please feel free to call or email (my contact info is 

listed in the Officers’ information on the last page of this newsletter). 

 

 

May Presentation                 ... submitted by Mark Silbersack  
 

 

After Program Chair Dan Bauer led a tepid Penn State “shout out,” he introduced William A. Blair, Ph.D., a 

professor of history at Penn State University, founding editor of The Journal of the Civil War Era, and 

author of several well-regarded Civil War books.  

 

Dr. Blair described how both the federal government and private citizens often deprived those considered 

“disloyal” of civil liberties enshrined in the U.S. Constitution. He described how soldiers, on their own 

initiative or with the Administration’s concurrence, committed acts which would make us cringe but which 

were justified as necessary to win the Civil War. Dr. Blair recounted illustrative episodes affecting 

courtrooms, newspaper offices, churches, and election sites.  

 

All in all, there were about 13,000 (maybe as many as 20,000) “political arrests” in the North during the war.  

For example, in May 1862, the Easton, MD, courtroom of Judge Carmichael was invaded by four U.S. 

marshals and four soldiers. Acting under orders of Secretary of State Seward and local military authority, 

they aimed to “send a strong message” to anyone who had the temerity, like the judge, to speak out against 

arrests of those who criticized the Union army. Judge Carmichael was pistol-whipped and dragged off 

bleeding to jail, where he was held for six months without a hearing. As Dr. Blair concluded, “hard 

measures” were needed to win the war on the home front. 

 

Freedom of the press was undermined. Union authorities may have arrested as many as 300 newspaper 

editors for publishing unpopular opinions. Often, pro-Union editors cheered such arrests. And in many 

places, the “dirty business of policing disloyalty” was done by citizen uprisings before the government took 

action. Dr. Blair cited as an example an Iowa incident when convalescing Union troops demolished several 

printing presses at a “disloyal” paper. 

 

Nor were churchmen safe. Bishops replaced insufficiently patriotic pastors before they could “poison” their 

flocks. “Suspect” clergy were monitored by their congregations. Dr. Blain described how Illinois soldiers 

entered an Alexandria, VA, church and demanded that the minister say a “prayer for the President.” When he 

ignored them, he was dragged from his church to the local jail. After the area’s commanding general ordered 

the minister’s release, residents showed their displeasure by nailing a Union flag over his office door. 

 

Finally, Union troops often interfered in elections, particularly after “all gloves were off” during the 1864 

presidential election. In some cases, there was violence; in others, mere intimidation. Reversing prior 

practices, Union troops (deemed pro-Lincoln) were encouraged and helped to vote, given furlough if 

necessary, allowed to use absentee ballots, etc. Peace Democrat officers were cashiered.  
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Dr. Blair concluded that in a “messy” situation, there were “no rules.” President Lincoln and other Union 

supporters simply did what they thought necessary, even if they “overstepped some boundaries.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Future Presentations:  

            

 

Oct. 20, 2016 Richard Swigert, Hamilton CWRT 

     CSS Shenandoah 

Nov. 17, 2016 David T. Dixon, Santa Barbara, CA 

     The Lost Gettysburg Address: The Civil War Odyssey of Charles Anderson 

Jan. 19, 2017 Theresa Leininger-Miller, University of Cincinnati 

     Illustrated Sheet Music of the Civil War 

Feb. 16, 2017 Mark Lause, University of Cincinnati 

     Sterling Price and the 1864 Missouri Campaign 

Mar. 16, 2017 William “Jack” C. Davis, Virginia Tech 

     The Confederate Kardashian:  Loreta Janeta Velazquez and the Invention of      

     Confederate Celebrity 

Apr. 20, 2017 Wayne Motts, Harrisburg, PA 

     Pickett’s Charge: A Battlefield Guide 

May 18, 2017 Philip Greenwalt, Everglades National Park 

     Shenandoah Valley Campaign of 1864 

Sep. 21, 2017 Erick Bush, Rome, NY 

      Selma: The Confederacy’s Arsenal City 
Oct. 19, 2017 Richard L. Miller, Seattle, WA 

      John P. Slough, the 1st Colorado, and Glorieta Pass 
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ABOUT THE CINCINNATI CWRT: 

 

Membership in the Cincinnati CWRT is open to anyone with an active interest in the American Civil War. Annual 

dues (prorated throughout the year to new members) are $25 (single) and $35 (couple) for a Regular Membership. 

This fee helps cover operating costs which include this newsletter, as well as speaker expenses. A Sustaining Member 

level of membership is also available for $50 (single) and $85 (couple). The purpose of this membership category is to 

encourage and recognize members who make additional contributions of $25 or more, in addition to their annual dues 

in any fiscal year, to the objectives and programs of the Cincinnati Civil War Round Table. If you are joining for the 

first time, there is a one-time, lifetime, Initiation Fee of $20 (single) or $30 (couple). Students enrolled full time in any 

recognized secondary or higher institute of learning can use a Student Membership, which applies a discount of $10 to 

each of the above dues and initiation fee rates. 
Dinner reservations are required, and can be made prior to the reservations deadline either by an email to 

reservations@cincinnaticwrt.org or by a phone call to the officer taking reservations for the meeting (whose name and 

number is listed on the header of the current Canister). Meals currently cost $20. Menu selection will change with 

each meeting. A vegetarian meal option is available, if requested prior to the reservations cut-off date. 

A Meeting Only Fee of $5.00 is accessed to members, visitors and guests who arrive after dinner to hear the speaker. 

The monies collected are used to help offset the expenses of the evening’s activities. 

Late Reservations and Walk-ins without a reservation: Our ability to be flexible for late reservations or walk-ins is 

now restricted by the fact that the Drake Center only prepares meals according to the reservation count called in. 

Therefore, Late Reservations (after the Wednesday by 8:00 pm which is eight days before the meeting) will be 

accepted conditionally, subject to the caterer's ability to honor a change in dinner count if received close to the meeting 

date. Late Reservations and Walk-ins without a reservation will only be able to have dinner if offset by 

cancellations or no-shows, or if the caterer determines that sufficient food is available. 

Late cancellations may be made by email or phone. Since a cancellation after the Wednesday 8:00 pm deadline which 

is eight days before the meeting means that CCWRT has guaranteed payment to The Drake Center for the reserved 

number of meals, the Treasurer will review the number of late cancellations and late reservations for every meeting. If 

a late cancellation results in the CCWRT being required to pay for an extra meal, the person making the late 

cancellation will be expected to pay for the dinner. No-shows who have a dinner reservation but do not attend will be 

billed for the meal. Meetings are held the third Thursday of the month, September – November and January – May at 

The Drake Center, 151 West Galbraith Road, Cincinnati, Ohio  45216 (Phone: 513-418-2500). If traveling Interstate 

75, exit at Galbraith Road (Exit 10) and go west one mile. If coming across the Ronald Reagan Cross County 

Highway, take the Galbraith Road exit and go west two miles. Or, take the Galbraith/Winton exit and go east one mile. 

Free parking is available in the WEST PAVILION parking lot. The West Pavilion entrance will take you to the 

meeting rooms. To get to our meeting room, enter the West Pavilion main entrance and go to the left side of the gift 

shop found opposite the entryway; the meeting room is located at the far end of the cafeteria hallway. 

 

CINCINNATI CWRT OFFICERS: 

President: Lester Burgin    513-225-6686 (h)   LesterBurgin@gmail.com 

Vice-President: Dave Stockdale 513-310-9553 (c)          djrtstockdale@aol.com 

Treasurer: Jim Stewart     513-271-0738 (h)   jebstewart@fuse.net 

Secretary: Don Vogel    859-360-9455 (h)  oneparson@aol.com 

Program Chair: Dan Bauer               513-759-4495 (h)   dbauer002@cinci.rr.com 

Newsletter Editor: David Mowery  513-774-9544 (h)  dmowery11@fuse.net  

Membership & Publicity: Darryl Smith    513-321-1539 (h)  ohioatperryville@gmail.com 

 

Trustee: Bob Limoseth (2015-2017)  513-777-2160 (h)   rlimo@fuse.net 

Trustee: Tom Williams (2016-2018)  513-563-2665 (h)   twilliams@outlook.com 

 

COMMITTEES: 

Activities: Darryl Smith    513-321-1539 (h)  ohioatperryville@gmail.com 

Preservation Projects: 

 Becky Burket & Randy Donohue  513-771-3949 (h)  northstarians@AOL.com 

Webmaster: Mike Rogers    859-907-3096 (c)   rogersmb1981@yahoo.com  

CCWRT ListServ: Mike Rogers   859-907-3096 (c)  rogersmb1981@yahoo.com 

 CCWRT ListServ Address      ccwrt@cincinnaticwrt.org 

mailto:LesterBurgin@gmail.com
mailto:dbauer002@cinci.rr.com
mailto:Arhein@earthlink.com
mailto:rogersmb1981@yahoo.com
mailto:ccwrt@cincinnaticwrt.org

