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Speaker: Greg Biggs, Clarksville (TN) CWRT
Topic: Nashville: The Siren’s Song of the Western Qdfederacy
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In May we welcome back Greg Biggs, the current President axgptePn Chair of the Clarksville (TN) Civil
War Round Table, who will be making his 7th speaking appearance le&@ncinnati CWRT. Before
moving to Tennessee several years ago, Greg had filled seviéetrdi leadership roles within the Ohio
Civil War community, including vice president and program directoritipas
with the Western Ohio Civil War Rounc Table and the Ohio Civil Wssociation.
He was also an Associate EditorRBifie & Gray Magazine the most renowned
publication for self-guided Civil War tours in the world. Greg has#iten and
published articles forBlue & Gray Magazine Civil War RegimentsThe Civil
War News and American Vexillum Magazine and he has been a research
contributor to Civil War books written b such authors as Larry Daniel, Robert
Maberry, Gordon Rhea, Russell Brown, John Coski, Wiley Sword, EritehBierg, and Andrew Johnson.
Greg is best known for his work on Civil War battle flags. Hehésflag research consultant for artists Don
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Troiani, John Paul Strain, and Dale Gallon. Greg also serves as/ith&/ér flag consultant for several state
museums, including Tennessee, Georgia, Texas, Alabama, Northn@amid Ohio. Greg is presently
authoring three books on flags. They @edtered Banners: Alabama’s Civil War Flagadl Go to lllustrate
Georgia: Civil War Flags of Georgia Troopdorthcoming from lIronclad Publishing; andolunteer
Banners: Tennessee’s Civil War Flagsbook he is writing for the Tennessee State Museum, to be published
by the University of Tennessee Press.

Greg's presentation will take a deeper look at one of the Camafegde most important cities: Nashville,
Tennessee. At the beginning of the Civil War, the economic andcpbldtatus of Nashville within the
Confederacy rivaled that of New Orleans. Nashville’s loss to the enemy walldrdenrecoverable blow to
the South. In December, 1864, the Confederate Army of Tennessesidge&l to the massive Union
fortifications and garrison of Nashville. In a two day fight, thahy was all but destroyed. Their arrival at
the city’s door was the culmination of Confederate strategybgan when the city was captured by Union
forces in February, 1862. Nashville, thereafter, became then'SiGong” for Confederate strategy in the
west, luring Confederate offensives no less than five times. idhediscuss in detail the city’s importance
and each of the five attempts to retake it.

Miscellaneous Announcements:

Reservations for the May 21, 2009 Meetinglf you made a reservation to hear Harold Holzer speak at
the May meeting, please note that it has been canceled doetlhe change in speakersYou must follow
our standing procedure for making a reservation as found on page one dethsdetter. Standing
Reservations will be the only reservations honored because theyearrfrom meeting to meeting. If you
cannot attend the meeting, and you have a Standing Reservation, ydatrRastHoman know you will not
be in attendance.

Election of Officers. The election of officers for the 2009 — 2010 campaign season took plang the
April business meeting. Elected to one year terms were the followingdndisi

Bob Limoseth — President David Mowery - Program Chair

Pat Homan - Vice President Dan Bauer - Newsletter Editor

Jim Stewart — Treasurer Mike Rogers - Membership and Publicity
Mike Rhein — Secretary Dan Reigle - Trustee (2 year)

In addition to the officer positions listed above, Alan Berenson 9eeed to continue on as Preservation
Chair; Dan Reigle as Webmaster; John Steiner as ListSeectbi; and Shane Gamble has accepted the
assignment of club Photographer. John Linnenberg will continue on as onetebadunustees by fulfilling

the second year of his two year term, a position to which he was electedyattas Annual Meeting.

CCWRT Member Lois Lambert Wins 2nd OGS Book Award: At the annual
conference of the Ohio Genealogical Society on April 4th, CCWRmber Lois
Lambert became a two-time winner of OGS' "Oliver Haz2edry Award for Ohio-
related Military Historical Records,” winning the 2009 award fer new book, LULC

Heroes of the Western Theater: 33rd Ohio Veteran Volunteer Igfaittrwas ‘1-'\-"{;531_'[;"]"1'1
published in 2008 by Little Miami Publishing Company, Milford. DangRes review il heater

of the book is available on our web site. The book is being stocked in foe
Cincinnati-area bookstores, and is also available at http://www.littleifnderis.com/

Last year, Lois won the award f@dst Ohio Volunteer Infantry With the Civil Wz
Letters of Lt. Col. Benjamin Franklin Coat€Xongratulations to Lois!
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Last Month for Silent Auction Items: As we head into our summer break, we will wrap-up our remaining
Silent Auctions for this year. The May meeting will be yowt kehance to bid on thievo Jay Ashurst prints

of the CSS Alabama - compliments of Mike Rhein; and the recezidgsed two set biography ébraham
Lincoln: A Life by Lincoln scholar Michael Burlingame — compliments of Teroyd@nhagen. A portion of
last month’s review of the Burlingame books is reprinted here beadude long anticipated wait for this
significant new addition to the field of Lincoln literature.

"Lincoln scholars have waited anxiously for this book for decadesrilimphant publication
proves it was well worth the wait. Few scholars have writteh gieater insight about the
psychology of Lincoln. No one in recent history has uncovered nresh fsources than
Michael Burlingame. This profound and masterful portrait will bel r@ad studied for years to
come." -- Doris Kearns Goodwin

Incorporating the field notes of earlier biographers, along dattades of research in multiple manuscript
archives and long—neglected newspapers, this remarkable work wiill digtr and reinforce current
understanding of America's sixteenth president.

The two-volume set retails for $125.00. If interested in making a bithi®mwonderful addition to the field
of Lincoln literature, or the Ashurst prints, add your name andrbimliat to the auction sheets found on the
display table across from the check-in table...and remember...all proceedls freservation.

Civil_ War_ Battlefield Preservation Donations Approved: Two Preservation Fund donations were
approved by the membership at the April meeting. The first donatidgheiamount of $200, went to the
Chickamauga Battlefield Preservation Association. The check waenpeel by Dan Bauer, our tour
coordinator for the recently completed battlefield trip to Chickaga. Receiving the contribution was Jim
Ogden, Chief Historian of the Chickamauga National Milifaayk. Jim graciously volunteered his weekend
to act as our tour guide for the May 1-3 visit to the ChickamaingaLookout Mountain Battlefields. His
knowledge, presentation and interaction with our group was greatly appreciatdttendance.

A second contribution in the amount of $300 went to the Stones River Naditaty Park to help them
clean-up and restore damaged areas resulting from the recent ttraatida their area on April 10, 2009.
Restoration of park services is expected to take some time @amidRIables in and around the Middle
Tennessee area have been supporting their recovery efforts. Ogpbser, Greg Biggs, brought this idea
to our attention, and he put us in contact with Ranger Jim Lewis whadptbpictures of the damage and
information for receiving our contribution. We thank both of these individfaalgheir commitment to
helping us preserve our battlefield heritage.

Civil War Sesquicentennial Meeting:A kickoff discussion was held at Museum Center on Friday, April 24
to identify preliminary planning in Southwest Ohio for the upcominggesntennial of the American Civil
War (2011-2015). Hosted by the Ohio Humanities Council and the Ohio idat&ociety, the objective
was to identify partnerships for the sharing of plans — espetiate that focus on collections and traveling
exhibits. Representing the Round Table was Bob Limoseth and Pat Hé&sanformation becomes
available, they will share it with the membership.

Standing Reservations Reminderlf you currently have a Standing Dinner Reservation with the Round
Table, this note is a reminder thawill carry over to the September meeting.If you want to remain on
the list do nothing. If you want to be removed, you must contact TrealioreStewart and ask that your
name be taken off the list. This format has worked well for a nuwibenr members. If you are regular in
your attendance, you too might want to consider this “only need to call if I'm nebgbformat.

Welcome New Members:At the April meeting we welcomed Kari Stacy into membership.
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Chickamauga & Chattanooga Battlefield Trip: From May 1 - 3, ten members of the Round Table
journeyed to the greater Chattanooga area to partake in the @WRT battlefield tour conducted in many
years. Like the fall of 1863 when it rained 19 out of 53 days to endoayéar drought, the tour was
impacted by rain, but it did not dampen the enthusiasm of those who attended.

The visit began in the group’s hotel conference room with Chickamaudasatta@ooga Battlefield Park
Chief Historian Jim Ogden providing an overview of the camparghan explanation as to why
Chattanooga was the "Gateway to the South". Understanding tiggaphical location of the southern
military industrial complex, and the importance of the railroadbigcampaign, help set the stage for this
battlefield immersion. Using the maps provided by, dJima group was ready to hit the battlefields.

Over the next two day period from late Friday afternoon until miydSianday the group spent 18 + hours on
the battlefields of Chickamauga, Chattanooga, Lookout Mountain andiokiésy Ridge. Even
though rain fell each of the three days, there were more than ehoeajts in the precipitation to get a full
battlefield experience in. Participating in the tour were DaneB, Becky Burket & Randy Donohue, Jim
Chaney, Jim Dempsey, Jerry Karl, Bob Limoseth, John McGee, ChusdlefRkard Ken Anderson, a friend
of Dan Bauer.

At the end of the tour the group presented a check to Ranger Ogdeip teupport the battlefield’s
preservation activities. They asked that it be used to helpabliebta fund for rebuilding/enhancing the
William H. Lytle memorial to the status of the other markiershe park that honor generals killed in the
battle.

The group would like to extend its thanksdar guide Chief Historian Jim Ogderfior sharing his reservoir
of knowledge on these important battles with us as well as Hiagness to answer every Civil War
guestion we asked himDuring the rain interludes, with Jim in our van, these question and assasons
were especially appreciated. This more than made up for the inconvenienck Thasés also goes to Dan
Bauer for making all the arrangements, and doing most of the glriamnd to Jerry Karl for providing driver
relief on the trek down to Chattanooga and back from the battlefieldsClaney acted as our designated
tour photographer and we are indebted to him for providing a pictorial record of our visit.

If you think you might be interested in a future battlefield tripsbee to direct your questions to any of the

members who made the trip. More information will be shared at e riveeting and additional pictures
will soon be posted on the web site.
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April Presentation: ...Submitted by Dan Bauer

Col. Weddle drew upon his background as a professor of militaryytheeat strategy to give a superb
assessment of Samuel Francis DuPont and his naval careengHeaei career military officer talk about
another career military officer proved most interesting. Judfjiogn DuPont’'s prewar experiences, one
would have expected DuPont to have the greatest impact of a fiaeel. &/ et his name remains obscure to
many current students of the Civil War. Col. Weddle gave his reasamglain why this is the case. His
talk included a slide show of approximately 25 images.

Samuel DuPont, born in 1803, was first of the famed DuPont family boheitnited States. His uncle
was the founder of the DuPont gunpowder and chemical company. Safaugls lived on a property
across the Brandywine Creek from his uncle’s home in Delawdtteough his grandfather’'s connections
enabled Francis to gain acceptance to West Point, he insteadelmsethe navy at only 12 years old. He
quickly learned the ropes, making quite a name for himself. DuParttameto serve 50 years on active
duty, half of which were spent at sea.

After serving in the Navy for 30 years, Francis is given ing$ big command in 1845 as commodore of the
USS Congress, the flagship of the Pacific. Why would it takiersg for such a competent officer to get his
first big command? Promotions were based on the seniority system, a systénbwRont resented.

While sailing the Congress around Cape Horn to take the ship tadifec Pthe Mexican War breaks out.
DuPont is given the mission to blockade the entire west coast atdl€uring this three year assignment,
he learns the logistical and operational aspects of how to and how cwitduct a successful blockade. He
also learns how to conduct joint operations with the Army.

DuPont served the next nine years ashore. In 1850 he wrote a 50 pagespampliiat he thinks should be
the naval strategy of the United States. The report is yiisseminated among lawmakers and served as
the basis for a new ship building program the Navy undertakée it850s. In 1855 DuPont heads up the
Efficiency Board. This was intended to reform the promotion systeiime Navy. He writes the legislation
and then finds congressional sponsors. Of the 710 officers in the Navy, 200 get kicked outetimg wut

of deadweight officers creates resentment against DuPont. DiPalsbiinstrumental in getting the Naval
Academy founded.

In 1857, DuPont is given command of the USS Minnesota and takes it ostroaiiten voyage to China.
This is the first time he ever served on a steam ship. Hesledout coal, and the efficiency and supply
needed for operating a steam ship. After he returns, DuPonteis gommand of the Philadelphia Naval
Yard. When the Civil War breaks out, Gideon Welles, SecretatheoNavy, taps DuPont based on his
experiences during the Mexican War to assist in the planning of a blockadeSaiutie

To kick off the blockade effort in November of 1861, DuPont is given camdo a joint Navy and Army
force with the objective of seizing Port Royal Sound which iatkxst just north of Hilton Head, SC. Even
though much of the fighting capacity of this task force was diminished whenah#rg/ ships were disabled
in a tropical storm, DuPont went on to attack the forts with adwalén battleships. The attack is successful.
Port Royal would stay in Union hands for the remainder of the wéimanuld serve as a base of Union
operations. The port was a source of fresh water, supplies and shelter.

After Gustavus Fox , the Assistant Secretary of the Navyeasies the battle between the Monitor and the
Merrimac, Fox becomes convinced that the North needs to build moredvitype boats. Fox along with
Welles wants to give DuPont some Monitor type ships so he can take control okt@nanrbor. Knowing
about Charleston’s extensive fortifications, DuPont is apprehensive abelies’ and Fox’s plan.
Charleston would be a tough nut to crack. There was an exchange¢erd letween Fox, Welles, and
DuPont over the next six months regarding the plan to attackeStarl What do you do when your civilian
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boss tells you to do something you do not agree with? This i®at gtudy in civil/military relations.
Despite the controversy, later that summer, DuPont is named only the third Adrii&Naval history.

Over the next several months, DuPont is given 7 newly built monigss cthips. These are the most
technologically advanced machines in the world. However, in the toagatiack, the crews were not trained,
the ships were not tested, and the guns were not fired. The Momémesdesigned to take 11 inch Dahlgren
smoothbores. For the battle of Charleston, each turret was alscedupith a 15 inch smoothbore. The 15
inch smoothbores did not fit out of the gun port because the ships weresigmiedeto accommodate the 15
inch smoothbores. Inclusion of the 15 inch smoothbores made for a veryiemfiperation of the firings.
This slowed down the rate of fire from 3 to 4 shots per minute to 1 shot every 4 to 5 minutes.

After being goaded by Welles and Fox to attack, DuPont relugtagtkes to do so. Even though there was
no plan as to what would happen once DuPont got into the harbor, the attack amecipril 7, 1863.
Weddle compared DuPont’s attack on Charleston to Longstreet'atdtl fattack during the battle of
Gettysburg. 150 Confederate guns were able to fire onto the Unps1 f=ach ship was hit over a hundred
times. The battle ends after two hours with DuPont retreatitigodgh considered a Union defeat, a dozen
Confederates die while only one Union sailor losses his life. @wddss of Union life was testament to the
sturdiness of the Union ironclads.

Welles wants DuPont to attack again. DuPont refuses and offeesigm. DuPont, in turn, is relieved of
command. The Welles/DuPont feud will continue throughout the remaindixeofvar. DuPont receives
some measure of vindication when DuPont’s replacement, Dahlgren, ibladbaake Charleston either.
DuPont dies June 23, 1865. The Navy does not give DuPont an official Navy funeral.

DuPont Circle in Washington DC, complete with fountain, commemothiedife of Samuel Francis
DuPont. Weddle told us DuPont should be remembered for bringing profézsitoa to the Navy officer
corps, promotion by merit, and a qualitatively better US Navy.

Cincinnati Civil War Round Table March Quiz:

1. Buck, who had many connections with political movers and shakeeneex limited partner in a
brokerage firm investing $200,000, almost all of his assets, with Fadd\Wward, who, using Buck’s
renown and goodwill, took in the public’s money to be invested in firmsatbald obtain contracts
based upon his partner’s influence. The promised large dividends Ward isaone not from
investments, most of which were spectacular failures, but frommessgtors’ ala Messr's Ponzi and
Madoff. Soon the firm had $150,000 in debt which had to be paid. Buck gos@pktoan from a
wealthy railroad capitalist, gave it to Ward to pay off tebt only to learn of the money’'s and
Ward’s disappearance the next day. Within two months Buck had only $20€ iame and had to
accept gifts from the public to survive. Buck is better known to us as

Ans: Ulysses S. Grant. Pyramid schemes are as American as apple pie,Gohio8. Ref:Wall
Street JournalSection A, p. 21, 17 Dec., 2008

2. What was Abe Lincoln’s salary during his first term in office as president
Ans: $25,000. Refwith Malice Toward NoneDates, p. 29
3. What member of the Confederate cabinet in 1861 was the only member to vote against a

attacking Fort Sumter, predicting that such an act would unite the north and prote tla¢al
Confederacy?

€2009 The Cincinnati Civil War Round Table



Ans: Robert Toombs, Secretary of State. Reliary from Dixie Chesnut, Williams (ED), p. 5

4. The Tecumseh, Union ironclad sunk by a mine directly west of Fort Morgan, Aabameighs
2,100 tons and is buried in 146 years of accumulated mud. What is the current estimated cost of
recovering and restoring this relic?

Ans: $80,000,000. RefRaising a Mobile Bay Ironclad, Hallowed Groundol. 9, # 4, p. 25
5. What is meant by the term “Impartial Suffrage?”
Ans: Suffrage based upon a citizen being a property owner and demonstrating a
measure of intelligence. Réfhe Virginia MagazineMemoranda of Conversations between General
R. E. Lee and William Preston Johnston, Bean, p. 479-480
6. Lincoln’s tragic Admiral, Samuel DuPont, and his flagship may have had theirsiud&ieon 7
April, 1863 when they both were involved in the Battle of Charleston Harbor. What was that good

fortune?

Ans: The failure of the detonating mechanism to explode a mine directly unddigh&efThe
Civil War, Foote, Vol. 3, p. 228-229

Newsletter Deadlines To facilitate the printing and timely distribution of the monthly newsletter,
information for it should be submitted to the editor no later than the following dates

August 21, 2009

Information may be emailed to: Dan_Bauer@CINFIN.com

Future Presentations:

September 17, 2009 Brian Steel Wills, University of Virginia at Wise

Nathan Bedford Forrest: Common Sense Soldier
October 15, 2009 John Fisher, University of Cincinnati, Clermont

Combined Operations on the Texas Coast, 1863-1864
November 19, 2009 Charles P. Roland, University of Kentucky

A Slave Owner Defends Slavery
January 21, 2010 Gary Q. Johnson, CCWRT

USS Monitor
February 18, 2010 Michael Stevens, CCWRT

The Handsome Spaniard: Ambrosio Gonzales, Cubanriai& Confederate Officer
March 18, 2010 Lois J. Lambert, CCWRT

Heroes of the Western Theater: 33rd Ohio Volunteer Infantry
April 15, 2010 John Fazio, Cleveland CWRT

Francis and Arabella Barlow; John and Fanny Gordon:Love and War
May 20, 2010 Peter Cozzens, Silver Springs, MD Topic TBD
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ABOUT THE CINCINNATI CWRT :

Membership in the Cincinnati CWRT is open to anyone with an active inteneiie American Civil War. Annual
dues (prorated throughout the year to new members) are $25 for a Regular MembeisFeg. i¢lps cover operating
costs which include this newsletter, as well as speakaemers. A Sustaining Member level of membership is also
available for $50 (single) and $85 (couple). The purpose sfntieimbership category is to encourage and recognize
members who make additional contributions of $25 or more, in additidveitoannual dues in any fiscal year, to the
objectives and programs of the Cincinnati Civil War Round Tdbleu are joining for the first time, there is a one-
time, lifetime, initiation fee of $20.

Dinner reservationsare required, and can be made prior to the reservations deadline either byl ao emai
reservations@cincinnaticwrt.org or by a phone call to the offadéng reservations for the meeting (whose name and
number is listed on the header of the cur@anistel). Meals currently cost $27. Menu selection will change with
each meeting. A vegetarian meal option is available, if requested@tiu reservations cut-off date.

A Meeting Only Feeof $5.00 is accessed to members, visitors and guests whoaftereinner to hear the speaker.
The monies collected are used to help offset the expenses of the evettinijiesa

Late ReservationsandWalk-ins without a reservation: Our ability to be flexible for late reservations or waik is
now restricted by the fact that the Drake Center only prepaszds according to the reservation count called in.
Therefore,Late Reservations(after the Wednesday by 8:00 pm which is eight days beforendweting) will be
accepted conditionally, subject to the caterer's ability to honor a change inaboneif received close to the meeting
date. Late Reservations and Walk-ins without a reservation will only be able to have dinner if offset by
cancellations or no-shows, or if the caterer determines that suffiomhid available.

Late cancellationsmay be made by email or phone. Since a cancellation afteredeadday 8:00 pm deadline which
is eight days before the meeting means that CCWRT has tpedamayment to The Drake Center for the reserved
number of meals, the Treasurer will review the number oftkateellations and late reservations for every meeting. If
a late cancellation results in the CCWRT being required tofpa an extra meal, the person making the late
cancellation will be expected to pay for the diniddw-showswho have a dinner reservation but do not attend will be
billed for the mealMeetingsare held the third Thursday of the month, September — November ardyJariMay at
The Drake Center, 151 West Galbraith Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 4&8Zidhe: 513-418-2500)If traveling Interstate
75, exit at Galbraith Road (Exit 10) and go west one mile. If egnaicross the Ronald Reagan Cross County
Highway, take the Galbraith Road exit and go west two milestake the Galbraith/Winton exit and go east one mile.
Free parking is available in the WEST PAVILION parking lot. The Westviion entrance will take you to the
meeting rooms. To get to our meeting room enter the West dtauitid take the elevators to your right to level A, go
to your right and Motivation Meeting Room G is located at the end of the allwa

CINCINNATI CWRT OFFICERS:

President: Bob Limoseth 513-777-2160 (h) rimo@fuse.net

Vice President: Pat Homan 513-861-2057 (h) homanfamily@fuse.net

Treasurer: Jim Stewart 513-271-0738 (h) jebstewart@fuse.net

Secretary: Mike Rhein 513-984-3227 (h) arhein@fuse.net

Program Chair: David Mowery 513-774-9544 (h) dmoweryll@fuse.net

Newsletter Editor: Dan Bauer 513-759-4495 (h) dan_bauer@cinfin.com
513-870-2262 (w)

Membership & Publicity: Mike Rogers 859- 630-1263 (h) rogersmb1981@yahoo.com

Trustee: John W. Linnenberg (2008-2010) 513-922-3999 (h) jw.linnenberg@gte.net
513-607-4002 (c)

Trustee: Dan Reigle (2009-2011) 513-777-9255 (h) DReigle@cinci.rr.com

Committees:

Preservation Projects: Alan Berenson 513-891-8376 (h) prb5@zoomtown.com

Webmaster: Dan Reigle 513-777-9255 (h) DReigle@cinci.rr.com

Photographer: Shane Gamble 513-791-3541 (h) coltd5@fuse.net

CCWRT ListServ: John Steiner 513-528-3350 (h) jcsneuro@fuse.net

Enjoy Your Summer - Read a Civil War Book or Visit a Batédkfi

8
€2009 The Cincinnati Civil War Round Table



